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Magazine Deadline
Please note that the deadline for submissions to this magazine is the 15th of the previous month,

i.e. 15th January for the February edition.

Early Deadline
Please note that the Deadline for the January Parish News will be

December 7th.
This should allow me to get your magazine to the printer in time for them

to get it back to us before the Christmas Holiday.
Thank you!

To contact the Parish & Community News, send a contribution, or for those of you who contribute to the 
magazine regularly, please e-mail your information to ajmanley@icloud.com by the 15th of the previous 

month at the latest. You don’t need to format it if you are happy to leave it to us. 
If you do not have email, please deliver your contributions with a contact phone number to :- 

Parish News Editor,The Limes, Rectory Road, Bacton, IP14 4LE
(Next to the Scout Hut)

To advertise in the Parish & Community News please contact -
Linda Last on 01449 781772 or linda.last@talk21.com

Current rates for 12 issues are:-
Full A5 Page - £200, ½ A5 page - £115, 

¼ A5 page portrait - £60, Small Ads -  50p per word
Full Page back cover in Colour - £80 per A5 issue or only £100 for an A4 issue

Please contact Linda Last at least two months in advance.
If  you have an Ad  you think could benefit from a re-design we can do this for you

for a fee of  only £7.50 

PARISH NEWS

Bacton, Cotton and Wyverstone Parish and Community News
If  you know of  anyone new to the area, a visitor or anyone who would like a current copy of  the Parish 
and Community News there will be a limited number available to buy each month at Bacton Post Office.

The current price for a single issue is 30pence. 

mailto:bcwnews@gmail.com
mailto:bcwnews@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2017/2018

December

Early Deadline
Please note that the Deadline for the
January Parish News will be
December 7th.
This should allow me to get your magazine
to the printer in time for them to get it back to us
before the Christmas Holiday.     Thank you!

Day/Date Time Event

Mon 4th 7.30pm Bacton & District W.I.Suffolk - Christmas Meeting - Liz Mellen will entertain us 
with ‘Tarts, Treats and Tales of Africa‘                                                                                           page 18

Thurs 7th Midnight Deadline for the January 2018 magazine

Sat 9th 7.00pm Christmas Among the Trees - St Peter and St Mary’s Church, Stowmarket   page 8

Sat 9th 9.30am Christmas Wreath-Making Workshop - at Wyverstone Village Hall           page 15

Tues 12th 2.30pm Mothers’ Union -  A Celebration of Christmas                                  

Tues 12th 7.30pm The Garden Club - Christmas Meal                                                                               page 22  

Sat 16th 10.00am - 
12.00noon

Community Circle Christmas Cafe - at Cotton Village Hall

Sat 16th 2.00pm Christmas Wreath-Making Workshop - at Cotton Village Hall                     page 23

Tues 19th 7.30pm RBL -  Old Newton Sports and Social Club 

Fri 29th 7.00pm Bingo - at Cotton Village Hall - All Welcome

Sun 31st 8.00pm - 
12.30am

New Year’s Eve in Westhorpe - Westhorpe Village Hall                                     page 17

Day/Date Time Event

Don’t Forget your New Year Resolutions! 

Sat 13th 10.00am - 
12.00noon

Community Circle Cafe - at Cotton Village Hall

January 2018



Parish and Community NewsDecember 2017

6

This is the first of a regular monthly column detailing the experiences of running a smallholding, I hope 
you will find it interesting.

Autumn brings the end of the growing season and together with 
the shorter days, there’s less outdoor work to do.  The last of the 
apple crop has gone off to be turned into juice and the trees stand 
bare, ready for winter pruning.  The tomato vines in the polytunnels 
are still producing a few fruit, but it’s almost time to take out the 
plants and clear the ground.  The focus of activities turns to 
livestock, which need extra attention and feeding through the 
winter months.

Our small herd of Red Poll cattle live on land we rent
at Haughley.  Four older cows recently returned from an 
eight week “holiday” – visiting a friend’s bull on another 
farm a few miles away.  As a result they should all be in-calf 
(we’ll get the vet to confirm this) – and we look forward to 
some new calves in April next year.  In the meantime they 
are still suckling their calves that were born back in the 
spring, though as time goes on the calves eat more forage 
and get less milk. 
When they are ten months old they will be separated from their mothers so that the cows can be 
dried-off (stop producing milk) and put all their energy into the new calf rapidly developing 
inside them.

Tupping time
The breeding cycle of most sheep breeds is determined by the seasons:  Decreasing day length after 
midsummer triggers a hormonal response in female sheep so that they become ready for mating.  
Sheep gestate for five months, so the farmer can choose when he wants lambing to start by 
introducing the ram into the flock at the right time in the autumn.  We don’t have our own ram or tup, 
so we arranged to borrow one called Cuthbert from a farmer in Norfolk.   Once he had finished serving 

his home flock, we collected Cuthbert and fitted 
him with a ram harness which holds a piece of 
coloured wax, called a raddle.  This is like a large 
rectangular wax crayon, so that when he 
mounts one of the ewes it leaves a coloured 
mark on her back and we know she has been 
mated.  By changing the colour every few days 
we can see which sheep have been mated when, 
and so have a good idea of their likely lambing 
date.  Cuthbert was straight into action and as 

I write this, after nearly three weeks he has mated all of our nineteen ewes and is probably ready for 
a break.  In about 8 weeks we will get the sheep scanned to see if they are carrying singles, twins or 
triplets so we can provide the right nutrition for the ewes and their growing lambs.

A Smallholder’s Diary -Andy Mellen and his wife Liz farm a 30 acre smallholding 
based in Wyverstone, with other land in Bacton, Cotton and Haughley.
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• Residential Conveyancing - EPC Service
• Wills, Probate & Inheritance 
• Elderly Client Care
• Divorce including Financial Matters - Separation - 

Childcare – Adoption and all Other Family /Matrimonial 
Problems Including Collaborative Law and Mediation

WE OFFER FIXED FEES AT COMPETITIVE RATES
7-9 TAVERN ST.,  STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK IP14 1PJ

Telephone: (01449) 613631
email: enquiries@haywards-solicitors.co.uk

www.haywards-solicitors.co.uk
Free Car Park Available For Use By Clients.

HAYWARDS
SOLICITORS

PAINTER & DECORATOR

A small problem
We’ve recently replaced half of our 80 laying hens with new pullets.  We 
are getting about 60 eggs from the flock each day.  The only problem is 
that young hens at the start of their laying career lay small eggs - as 
they get older the eggs get gradually bigger.  However, customer 
preference is for large eggs!  So for a few weeks we’ll have a glut of small 
eggs in search of a market, but it’s a problem that will resolve itself 
with time.

We often hear about how wildlife is under pressure, with many species in decline.  One bird definitely 
bucking the trend is the buzzard.  When I was growing up in Suffolk, the only birds of prey I remember 
seeing were the ubiquitous kestrel hovering over roadsides – or maybe the occasional owl.  However in 
the last year or two it’s become increasingly common to see buzzards floating majestically over our 
village – sometimes one on its own, but often two or three soaring together.  Patrick Barker who farms 
at Westhorpe has been monitoring the local population and ringing young birds for several years.  Once 
persecuted by gamekeepers and landowners, it’s great to see these magnificent birds thriving once 
again.
Andy
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7 pm, Saturday 9 December 
£10 adults, £3 children, including refreshments 

St Peter & St Mary’s Church, 
Station Road West, Stowmarket IP14 1ES 

Tickets from www.stowmarketchorale.org.uk or contact tickets@stowmarketchorale.org.uk 

Telephone 01359 240676 or pay on the door 

Conductor 
Leslie Olive 

Charity Number 
280488 

Christmas 
Among the Trees 
Featuring Vaughan Williams’ ‘Fantasia on 

Christmas Carols’ and selections from 
Bach’s ‘Christmas Oratorio’ 

With the childrens’ choir of South Lee School 
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Wyverstone Community Cafe & Local Produce Market  –  2017
A local enterprise that benefits the community 

  Saturdays 10.00am - 1.00pm at Wyverstone Village Hall

- Now monthly, usually the 3rd Saturday in the month -  
December 16th - Christmas Market

The Wyverstone Village Cafe - 2017
Local Produce, Craft Stalls and Refreshments

Saturdays 10.00am - 12.30pm at Wyverstone Village Hall
Usually the First Saturday of  the Month

December 2nd

Where...?
The Community Room, St Mary’s Bacton
When?....SPECIAL CHRISTMAS PARTY December 11th
                No Kettle’s Calling in Christmas Week

Who?...... Everyone is welcome - Free! (though donations always welcome!)
Why not come along for tea, toast, cakes and savouries?

Why not bring a friend? For more details, please ring -
Linda Last: 781772, Janice Shea: 781263

Please let us know if  you would like a lift.

Community Circle Club

The Community Circle Café and Club recently held its Annual General Meeting.  One of the items discussed was 
the future of our Social Club, which meets twice a month on Tuesday afternoons at Cotton Village Hall.  For a 
significant period of time, the Club, which was set up in 2012, has not been able to attract sufficient numbers 
to keep it financially viable.  So, reluctantly, we have decided to suspend meetings for the time-being.  During the 
next few months, we shall be reviewing the Club’s structure and aims and consulting widely about the need for 
a social club in Cotton.

We should like to take this opportunity to thank our small, loyal group of members for their patience and hope 
that they will understand our decision.  Once our review has been completed, we will be in a better position to 
determine the Club’s future.

Christine Bertoloni
On behalf of the Community Circle Committee
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Bacton United ’89 Football Club

Season update so far at the time of writing:

Ladies team
Despite having a difficult time with injuries the Ladies have made an excellent 
start to the season. It began with a 3-1 home win against Brantham in the cup 
followed by a league defeat of 3-2 away to the same team the following week. 
Since then they have recorded 4 consecutive wins including 9-1 and 10-0 
victories against Coplestonians and Hadleigh United respectively. Most recently 
they recorded a thrilling extra time 2-3 cup victory at Leiston St Margarets 
with manager Robbie Walker reporting that the goals were scored by Kirsten 
Spooner and Lois Balfour(2), player of the match was goalkeeper Georgie 
Bryant

Youth football
All our youth teams play in the Suffolk Youth Football League on Saturdays. The under 8’s are enjoying their first season 
of football as are the under 10’s with their third. In accordance with FA rules, results and tables are not recorded until 
players reach U12 level. 
The U13’s play in Div 3 of their league and have made a fine start winning 3 out of 3, however their next two games 
are against the other unbeaten sides.
The U14’s play in Div 1 which is a very good standard. So far they have played more cup games than league with mixed 
results but are holding their own. 
We have two sides playing at U16 level and both are currently top of their divisions. The Cobras play in Div 3 and have 
recorded an impressive 5 wins out of 5, most recently a 10-2 thumping of Claydon Dragons. The Vipers play in Div1 
against clubs whose adult teams play in a much higher standard of football than Bacton. This is a very competitive 
division and the Vipers have 13 points from 6 games although sides below have games in hand. I watched their game 
Saturday which saw a thrilling 3-2 come from behind win and a screamer of a winning goal that wouldn’t have looked 
out of place on Match of the Day.

Martin Feaveryear 07931527402 martinfev@aol.com
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Mrs Karen Hall-Price -
1st Bacton Scout Group Secretary

1 Canham’s Farm Cottages, Cow Green,
Bacton IP14 4HH Tel. 01449 780332 or

07812 105228 karenyvonnehall@aol.com

Cub Pack Night Change from Fridays – Thursdays – 
Following half  term we will be moving the Cub pack night 
meeting night from Friday’s to Thursday’s as we are having 
issues with staffing the Friday night sessions due to leaders / 
helper’s work and family commitments.  We would also like to 
bring the start time earlier to 6pm start and finishing at 7.30pm.  
We appreciate that this may not be an easier option for some 
but unfortunately, we have no choice at the present moment 
and hope you will understand and remain with us at 1st Bacton.  
The new night will move and began on Thursday 2nd 
November 2017.

Cub Pack Leader & Assistant Required.  Unfortunately, it is 
with great sadness that Andrew Salisbury has tendered his 
resignation as Cub Leader and will be standing down at the next 
AGM (May 2018) – Andrew has been committed to scouting 
for the last 27 years and I myself  have been assisting the cub 
section for the last 8 years so this would seem a good point for 
the two of  us to let others come forward and run the Cub 
section.  I will remain as Group Secretary and Andrew is willing 
to assist the Cub Section but this means we do need a Leader to 
come forward so that a decent handover can commence.  If  
you think you or someone you know would be interested in 
assisting the Cub Section we would be very grateful.  None of  
us wish to see the section close due to lack of  Adult 
supervision and leadership and there is a danger this will 
happen if  we do not get someone to step forward.  Applicants 
will be subject to DBS / CRB Checks and a full Scouting for 
Adults training package is available.
Beaver Pack Assistant Required – We have also received the 
resignation of  our pack assistant for Beavers and again need 
someone to come forward to assist the section.  We cannot 
stress enough that we cannot run sections without the required 
number of  adult supervision that are CRB /DBS checked.  
Training is provided and costs of  the DBS checks are met by 
the group.  Please help if  you feel you can offer your time to 
our children, who all get so much out of  the Scouting 
movement across all sections.
Recycling Bins / Waste Bins- Please remember to use our 
recycling bins at the Scout HQ – This also raises funds for the 
group and is much easier than transporting your bottles and 
clothes to the Stowmarket recycling centre / bins.  However, 
could we please ask that you do not dispose of  unwanted 
Duvets / Quilts as these don’t fit into the clothing recycling bin 
and block the shoot.  Please dispose of  them at the waste 
recycling skips in Stowmarket.  
If anyone would like their son or daughter to join a section, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the Group Secretary.

• Beaver Scouts (6yrs – 8yrs) meet every Monday (term 
time) 6.15pm – 7.15pm

• Cub Scouts (8yrs – 10 ½ yrs) meet every Thursday 
(term time) 6pm – 7.30pm

• Scouts (10 ½ yrs – 14yrs) meet every Friday (term 
time) 8pm – 9.30pm

1st  BACTON SCOUT GROUP
Christmas Cracker Jokes

What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a chimney?   
Claustrophobia!

Why does Santa have three gardens?
So he can 'ho ho ho'!

Why did Santa's helper see the doctor?
Because he had a low "elf" esteem!

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?
A Holly Davidson!

What do you call a cat in the desert?
Sandy Claws!

What do you get if you cross Santa with a detective?
Santa Clues!

What does Santa do with fat elves?
He sends them to an Elf Farm!

What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?
A Christmas Quacker!

Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas?
Santa Jaws

What says Oh Oh Oh?
Santa walking backwards!

Who is Santa's favorite singer?
Elf-is Presley!

What do Santa's little helpers learn at school?
The elf-abet!

Where does Santa go when he's sick?
To the elf center!

Who is Santa Claus married to?
Mary Christmas!

Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing?
They always drop their needles!

mailto:karenyvonnehall@aol.com
mailto:karenyvonnehall@aol.com
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Mobile Library -

Cotton -
Church...........................11.50-12.10
Methodist Church........12.15-12.30
Bacton -
Pound Hill.......................1.40 - 2.30
The Bull....... . . . . . . . . . . . ...2.35 - 2.45
Wyverstone -
Church.............................2.55 - 3.15

Dates in 2017 –

Dec 13th.

Thought from Bacton’s ‘Open the Book’ team
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The coldest weather is just around the corner, I have a feeling we 
might be in for some bad weather this winter. I've purchased a roll of  
fleece and had a look at my more tender trees and shrubs. I use 
bamboo canes on four corners around the plant and wrap the fleece 
around the plant I want to protect. I planted a very nice light coloured 
purple Hibiscus this year. It has produced beautiful flowers over quite 
a long period. I'm not sure how it will manage the winter, so for this 
year it will get a protective coat of  fleece. The same will apply to a 

Hydrangea with a white and slightly lime green tint to the flowers.

I have a rock garden which has been planted up over this summer 
and last season. You can lay straw over these tender plants but I 
have used some thin sticks, easily bent over to make half  a hoop 
and I have covered the plants with a hessian sack, just weighted 
around the edges.
If  you have Standard Roses or Pampas Grass, to mention only 
two, make sure they are staked and tied in. If  you have planted 
any new trees they will need support immediately. Try not to 
knock the stakes in after planting as this can damage the roots. A 
better idea is to dig and prepare the hole hammer the stake into 
the ground and then plant the new tree or shrub and then fill in 
around the plant.

If  you haven't already had a big tidy-up now is the time. 
Over-grown hedges can be cut back and make sure you clear out all the debris from under the 
hedges, you will be able to see more clearly at this time of  the year.

Happy Gardening
Norman Parcell.
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HANDYMAN AND
GARDENER

No Job too small/big

Decorating,
Fencing, Hedging,

Patios etc.
Phone Kevin or Hazel Mash

01449 781559 
or 07944 553517

Thanks to all who volunteered for 
the Cotton Delivery round -
the new contact for Cotton,

is Sue Pushman
01449 780499 

sjpushman@hotmail.com

mailto:sjpushman@hotmail.com
mailto:sjpushman@hotmail.com
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Friends of Mendlesham Health Centre (incorporating Bacton Surgery)

CHRISTMAS FAYRE FRIDAY 1st 
DECEMBER 8.30 – Midday

Can you help out with a donation for any of the following stalls for this 
year's Fayre at Mendlesham Health Centre?

Tombola - Prize Draw - Books - Jigsaws -
Preserves - Cakes - Crafts

Contributions to any of the above would be greatly appreciated and may be left at 
either surgery, from 24th November (cakes on the day).
Unfortunately, bric-a-brac cannot be accepted

In Praise of Cotton
Cotton - not a fabric - 
Cotton is a place;
A village in Mid - Suffolk
Far from the world’s rat-race.
A friendly community,
A place with open arms -
Homes with large gardens,
A church, a pub and farms.
Village Hall activities,
Give challenge night or day;
Quizzes, Bingo, Circle Club,
Zumba and VPA.
Close by is Bacton Post Office,
For papers, food and mail;
And up the road is Finbow’s Yard
Where all else is on sale.
Cotton is a village,
Cotton is a place,
Where people meet and greet and 
speak,
And bring a smile to your face.
D M Dickinson
Dedicated to Mervyn and Joy 
Walker who are moving away in the 
New Year. They have made a 
substantial contribution to village life, 
the church and the community, and 
will be greatly missed by their friends 
and neighbours.

FRIENDS OF ST.GEORGE’S WYVERSTONE

Christmas Wreath-Making Workshop

Saturday 9th December at 9.30am at Wyverstone Village Hall
Come and watch a demonstration by Caroline Barnes and then make your own 

wreath. 
Bring your own greenery and scissors; decorations provided.

Tickets cost £25 and this includes morning coffee and lunch with wine
Tickets from Pam on 780318 or Helen on 781508 Please note, there was a 

typo in the November 
magazine and the start 
time for the Wyverstone 

Wreath-Making is 9.30am
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HHR Plumbing
&

Property maintenance
 

Comprehensive
24hr Plumbing &

Maintenance Services
 

Bathrooms, shower &
kitchen installations

Fix leaky guttering & dripping taps
Burst pipes, blocked toilets

Radiators & hot water cylinders

No job too small
Fully insured, competitive 

rates
Call John on

07905 210737

We offer a complete property restoration service
specialising in period properties

We are fully insured with a full portfolio of work
 

 !  Extensions !  Fireplace build & design
 !  Fencing !  All carpentry work undertaken
 !  Rendering !  Landscaping
 !  Plastering !  Patios
 !  Tiling !  Garden boundary walls
 !  Re-decorating !  Porchways
 !  Kitchens and Bathrooms
 

Call Matthew Jolly on 01449 782022 ! M 07903 018046

Jolly Good Brickwork &
Complete Property Services

Spinning Wheel Theatre presents

Miserly	 humbug,	 Ebenezer	 Scrooge,	 has	 no	 6me	 for	
Christmas.	 But	 as	 the	 clock	 strikes	 midnight	 his	 world	 is	
turned	 upside-down.	 A	 visit	 from	 his	 long-dead	 business	
partner,	 Jacob	Marley,	propels	Scrooge	on	a	helter-skelter	
night	 of	 visions	 of	 his	 happy	 past,	 harsh	 present	 and	
horrific	future.	

This	December,	Spinning	Wheel	Theatre’s	atmospheric	and	
quirky	adapta6on	of	Charles	Dickens’	 treasured	Christmas	
classic	 hits	 the	 road	 across	 East	 Anglia.	With	much-loved	
characters	Bob	Cratchit,	good	old	Fezziwig,	Tiny	Tim	and,	of	
course,	 the	 old	 humbug	 himself	 brought	 to	 life	 by	 three	
actors	 and	 a	 whole	 host	 of	 puppets,	 this	 6meless	 ghost-
story	 is	 the	 perfect	way	 to	 enjoy	 some	 fes6ve	 cheer	 at	 a	
venue	near	you!	

Wyverstone Village Hall 
Thursday 19 Dec, 7.30pm 
Tickets: Bacton Post Office,  
01449 780318 or 01449 781229      

A Christmas Carol
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Come and join friends in your local community to celebrate

New Year’s Eve in Westhorpe
We will be sharing supper in our lovely new village hall

and dancing to local band

Nutz and Boltz
Tickets are £5 which will include a glass of bubbly.

December 31st  8.00pm till 12.30am
bring a dish of food to share and your own drinks.

For tickets contact Clive Mees on 01449 780394 or clive@waitrose.com

Christmas Movie Quiz

NAME THAT FILM
Answers on page 50

1. "Teacher says, every time a bell rings an angel gets his wings."
2. "What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. What if Christmas, 
perhaps, means a little bit more."
3. "It's a one year membership to the Jelly of the Month Club."
4. "You'll shoot your eye out kid!"
5. "He never got his picture on bubble gum cards, did he? Have you ever seen his 
picture on a bubble gum card? Hmmm? How can you say someone is great who's 
never had his picture on bubble gum cards?"
6. "Uh, since the United States Government declares this man to be Santa Claus, 
this court will not dispute it. Case dismissed."
7. "Bless this highly nutritious microwavable macaroni and cheese dinner and the 
people who sold it on sale. Amen."
8. "We're your worst nightmare... Elves with attitude."
9. "Fog as thick as peanut butter"
10."Lovely, glorious, beautiful Christmas, upon which the entire kid year revolved."
11. "The thing about trains... it doesn't matter where they're going. What matters 
is deciding to get on."
12. "Strange, isn't it? Each man's life touches so many other lives. When he isn't 
around he leaves an awful hole, doesn't he?"

mailto:clive@waitrose.com
mailto:clive@waitrose.com
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Graham Moore Electrical
Blacksmith’s Cottage,

Silver Street
Old Newton IP14 4HF 

For all your 
electrical needs 

For a friendly
and efficient service
call Graham on

 

T 01449 673705 or 
M 07867 560357

 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

 
ALL WORK 

GUARANTEED

call Graham on
T  01449 616946
M 07867 560357

Bacton and District W.I. Held its 
annual meeting on Monday 6th 
November. We began the meeting 
with a minutes silence to 
remember one of  our older 
members who recently passed 
away.
We then listened to reports from 
the treasurer, the secretary and the 
president about everything that 
had happened since last 
November and we certainly seem 
to have enjoyed a number of  trips 
and activities as well as a varied 
selection of  speakers to entertain 
us and broaden our minds. The 
present committee were voted in 
for another term en bloc, with the 
exception of  one member who 
felt she couldn’t continue due to 
ill-health, and everyone agreed 
that we would like our president, 
Barbara Evans, to continue her 
good work.
When the business had been dealt 
with we were treated to a 
PowerPoint presentation by Geoff 
Evans, illustrated with 
photographs, about his trips to 
Alaska - the biggest state in the 

USA. Geoff  and his wife are both 
keen amateur photographers and 
keen observers of  bears in the 
wild. Their trips to Alaska always 
begin in Anchorage and from 
there they travel by train, boat or 
plane to their diverse destinations. 
Geoff  told us about ‘combat 
fishing’ which takes place in the 
salmon season, where there are so 
many fisherman packed on the 
riverbank that you are in danger of 
serious injury from flying 
fishhooks - not for me I fear.
He has taken a river trip to see 
Glaciers, parts of  which break off 
and float downstream as icebergs 
whose deadly mass is concealed 
under the water. Woe betide any 
boat which gets too close.
But the highlight of  their trips 
seems to be a stay in Katmai 
National Park (4.2 million Acres) 
where you can sleep in log cabins 
on a trail where bears regularly 
amble by. The proximity of  the 
bears leads to strict rules such as 
no food or drink (except water) in 
the cabins or about your person 
when walking in the forest. 
Tourists are only allowed out and 
about in groups with a guide and 
everyone is instructed as to what 
to do in the event of  a ‘close 
encounter’. The golden rule, 
apparently’ is DON’T RUN. 
Easier said than done when faced 
with a bear which could be 10 feet 

tall on it’s hind legs! Running, 
however, entices them to chase 
you so is probably best avoided.
The only consolation is that bears 
have poor eyesight so this may 
work in your favour. 
Geoff  and his intrepid wife clearly 
had no qualms being in close 
proximity with the bears and they 
have been rewarded with a vast 
collection of  excellent wildlife 
photographs.

December 4th is our Christmas 
meeting and Liz Mellen,
well known from the Wyverstone 
Community Cafe, will be with us. 
Being an excellent baker of  Bread 
and Cakes, and having lived for a 
period of  time in Africa, Liz is 
eminently qualified to give her talk 
on ‘Tarts, Treats and Tales of  
Africa’.

As ever visitors are welcome for 
£3 up to a maximum of  three 
sessions.
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The Ladies’ Circle:  On Tuesday, 7th 
November, the annual Poppy 
Appeal Coffee Morning was held at 
Mayfield Lodge, Tailors Green, by 
kind permission of  member 
Barbara Burrows and her husband 
Len.

This was really well attended and a total of  
approximately £252 was made, which was a fitting 
tribute to Barbara who has decided to retire from the 
role of  hosting this event after 24 years.
A really busy Bring & Buy was run by Angela Elmer, 
Cynthia Elmer, Maureen Gardiner and Sandra Betts 
and trade was brisk.
There was a trolley full of  donated prizes for the raffle 
which was once more run by Ann Askew.
The total raised for The Poppy Appeal by The Ladies’ 
Circle this year is £309.50.
Next year, this event will probably be held in Bacton 
Village Hall.
Chairman Sandra Welham thanked everyone, 
particularly Barbara, who was applauded, as was her 
tea and coffee lady for the last 22 years, Sue 
Middleton.
A wreath will be laid at The Remembrance Sunday 
Service by the Chairman on behalf  of  The Ladies’ 
Circle.
The Ladies will be able to let their hair down for the 
Christmas Meal at The Bunbury Arms, Great Barton 
on Monday, 11th December. 12 for 12.30 pm.

COTTON & District VPA
(Village Produce Association)

meetings begin at 7.30
in Cotton Village Hall 

Our Annual Dinner this year is to 
be held at The Trowel and 
Hammer on 6th December.
We do not meet in January and 
our first meeting of  the year will 
be 21st February in the village 
hall at the usual time of  7.30pm. 
Our speaker will be Mrs. Sheila 
Wright who will entertain us with 
her talk on Ghosts and Ghouls., 
Sheila will be bringing along some 
of  her books which members 
may purchase.  We welcome 
visitors and new members to our 
meetings.

New members and visitors
always welcome.

Membership only
£2 per year

Let’s get
Quizzical

Friday February 23rd 2018
with quizmaster  John Evans

Teams of 6 please

£5 per person

Nibbles and Soft Drinks
 will be Provided

and there will be a RAFFLE
to register a team please contact

Diana on 01449  782932
Proceeds in aid of  St Mary’s Church, Bacton
for vital maintenance and restoration work
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Wyverstone Parish Council have 
met twice in recent weeks.  An 
extraordinary meeting on 31st 
October was held specifically to 
brief  those present on the 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint 
Development Plan and was well 
attended by residents.  The 
deadline for comments about the 
plan has now passed but   
hopefully residents took the 
opportunity to have their say and 
we await the next stage.  

Before the scheduled meeting on 
14th November, representatives 
from Political Developments, on 
behalf  of  Endurance Estates, 
gave a short presentation 
regarding the proposed 
development of  land north of  
Church Road in Bacton. The plan 
is to build up to 81 houses and 
although the site is in the Bacton 
parish, anyone is welcome to 
make a comment.  Full details of  
the application can be viewed on 
Mid Suffolk’s Planning Portal 
under reference DC/17/05423. 

After this, the meeting proper 
continued by welcoming two new 
faces. Mark Wheeler was co-
opted on to the council and 
immediately took his place at the 
table and Steve Ruthen was 
appointed as Footpath Warden.  
He is tasked with keeping his eye 
out for broken signs, fallen trees 
and other obstructions, so you 
may well meet Steve and his 
trusty companion Shadow when 
they are out walking the rounds. 

We are still looking for a 
Neighbourhood Watch 
coordinator so if  anyone is 
interested please contact the 
clerk, Kate Webster on 01449 
781285 or our chairman, Phil 
Webb on 01449 781872.

The next meeting will take place 
on Tuesday 9th January 7.30 pm 
in our lovely village hall and all 
residents are welcome to attend.  
The agenda will be posted on the 
village notice boards three days in 
advance. 

Kate Webster, Clerk

The Parish Council submitted its 
comments to the consultation 
being run by Babergh Mid 
Suffolk on its new Local Plan by 
the November 10 deadline.  The 
next thing that happens will be 
that the District considers and 
absorbs all the dozens of  detailed 
and general comments that have 
been made and will then publish 
a new draft of  the Plan.  
It’s not due to come into effect 
until early 2019, so there will be 
time for another round of  
consultation and discussion.  We 
know that the District Council 
planning officers were very 
impressed by the discussions that 
had taken place in Cotton and the 
extent to which residents were 
given a chance to express their 
view.  Watch this space for 
further developments.
On a totally different matter, the 
Parish Council is now actively 
pursuing efforts to repair the War 
Memorial in our Churchyard.  
Very obviously, it has a pretty 
severe lean and this needs to be 
fixed as soon as possible.  We 
have made an application for 
funding to the War Memorials 
Trust and they will as a first step 
consider paying the cost of  a 
specialist survey by a structural 
engineer of  their 
recommendation.
The War Memorials Trust was set 
up to provide repair money 
during the centenary period of  
World War I, so we obviously 

need to progress this in the next 
year.  Most villages have 
memorials and a lot of  them are 
in need of  attention.  The 
centenary has created a lot of  
interest but no one wants that to 
fade away after 2018.  It would be 
great if  we could raise the 
necessary funds to get the 
memorial into a state to mark the 
sacrifice of  Cotton residents for 
many years to come.

The Parish Council now has 
an email list, so that we can 
pass on items of  interest to the 
village; to be included in the 
list just contact the Clerk Rod 
Caird on 
cottonparish.clerk@gmail.com 
or call him on 07785 331217. 

Allotments to Let
in Bacton

Please Contact Ray
on 01449 781526

mailto:cottonparish.clerk@gmail.com
mailto:cottonparish.clerk@gmail.com
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Hello everyone!  As we draw ever 
closer to Christmas we are going to be 
busy bees here at The Playcentre!  
There is much to do – Christmas cakes 
to make and decorate, cards to write, 
Yule logs to spruce up, carols to be 
sung and much, much more!  Talking of 
Christmas Carols – after our enjoyable 
evening last year we are again taking 
to the village of Bacton singing Carols 
for you all – what a delight!  This is of 
course a fund raising opportunity so 
listen out for us and please do come 
out and join us for a verse or two and 
of course we will be making a 
collection on the night. If anyone would 
like to join us for the evening the more 
voices the merrier! We are planning on 
Wednesday 20th December starting 
from the Playcentre around 5:30pm.  
This is obviously weather dependant!!  
We only had a couple of doors shut on 
us last year so we are hoping to get 
zero this year (our singing really isn’t 
that bad!).

We have our Holiday Group running on 
the following dates: Wednesday 20th 
December, Thursday 21st December 
and possibly Friday 22nd December 
(subject to closure on this day for 
essential building maintenance)  and 

again Tuesday 2nd January and 
Wednesday 3rd January.  This is open 
to not only our day care children but to 
anyone aged up to 12years.  We are 
open 8am to 5:30pm and offer high 
quality care and have crafts, games, 
cooking – if you would like more details 
just get in touch. 

We have a raffle for some lovely 
hampers too – a luxury Christmas 
hamper, a children’s hamper and a 
chocolate hamper – tickets are on sale 
at the Playcentre so if you fancy 
having a go please pop in anytime and 
buy a ticket (or two) – they are just £1 
a ticket. 

January will see a new term begin – 
we have spaces in each of our rooms 
(0-18month, 18-30months and 
30months to 4 years), along with our 
before and after school care.  All 3 
and 4 year olds receive a minimum of 
15 hours funding per week.  There is 
now the opportunity for an additional 
15 hours – to see if you are eligible log 
into www.childcarechoices.co.uk.   You 
must claim before 31st December 2017 
for this to start in January.  If eligible 
you will be given a code to forward to 
us to claim. 

Don’t forget our parent and toddler 
group runs each Friday morning during 
school term time – starting at 9:15am 

to 11:15am – cost is just £2 (50p per 
additional child or adult).  Come along 
and join us for a friendly session of 
play and singing. Last session this 
term is Friday 15th December and will 
restart Friday 12th January 2018.

Finally – we wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and thank you for your 
support over the year. 

From us all at
BACTON UNDER FIVES 

Charlie Brown
Christmas Trivia
Pig Pen is the only
person that Charlie
Brown knows who
can do what?
"Raise a cloud of dust in a 
snow storm!"
When catching snow flakes 
on his tongue, Linus thought 
the flakes needed something. 
What?
"Needs sugar!"
What might Linus do with his 
blanket when he grows up?
"Maybe I'll make it into a 
sportcoat."
How much does Lucy charge 
for psychiatric help?
"Five cents please!"
During Charlie Brown's 
psychiatric session with Lucy, 
he reveals that he has 
pantophobia. What's that?
The fear of everything!
Instead of getting "a lot of 
stupid toys", what is it that 
Lucy wants for Christmas?
Real Estate!

http://www.childcarechoices.co.uk
http://www.childcarechoices.co.uk
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AGM time came 
around again in 
November and we 
were pleased to see 
President Philip 
Jeffries back in the 
chair.

There was a good attendance and all were welcomed 
by Philip and were issued with a copy of  The Agenda, 
the 2016 AGM Minutes and The Financial Statement.
These matters were all dealt with quickly and 
efficiently, the Minutes were agreed and all at present 
standing on the Committee and as Officers, were 
willing to continue for another year.
Chairman Diane Gladders stated in her report that an 
attempt is being made to modernise the club and 
hopefully attract more members.
She also thanked the members for the lovely 
homemade refreshments provided during the year.
June Spreckley was thanked for producing another 
successful programme and the Committee and 
Members were also thanked.

Philip in turn thanked Diane for the hard work she 
puts into the meetings and also for her great input to 
the Bacton Fayre  Flower Show Marquee.

Treasurer Trisha Lawrence said in her report that we 
were £192 down on the year due to payments being 
made for new tablecloths at the Flower Show, the 
village hall border and a payment to The Scouts but 
she affirmed that our finances are still very healthy.
Draw prizes are needed for the Christmas Meal at 
Bacton Bull on December 12th.
Annual Subscriptions will remain at £18.
Trisha was thanked by Philip for doing the important 
job of  looking after the finances so well.

He also thanked Sheila Brown for organising the 
Monthly Competitions, from which she is retiring after 
12 years and this job is to be taken by Pat Thurlow 
and Peter Churchyard.
Angela and Graham Jenner were thanked for keeping 
the village hall border so attractive.
Also Sandra Welham for the Press Reports to the 
EADT and Parish Magazine.
Diane agreed to read a lesson at the Christmas Service 
at Bacton Church on 17th December on behalf  of  The 
Garden Club.
The Monthly Competition Cup was won by Sandra 
Welham and The Rose Bowl by Diane Gladders and 
were presented by Philip.

The speaker was introduced by Philip and was Sean 
Reid, Head Gardener at Ickworth Park and Gardens at 
Horringer where he has worked for 17 years.  He has 
l0 gardeners and 80 volunteers to help him and was 
accompanied by Deputy Head Gardener Jack.
His power point presentation began with an overview 
of  Ickworth Rotunda, the gardens, Church and Park 
and was taken using a drone.  This was done to 
celebrate the anniversary of  Capability Brown.
Sean showed lovely photos of  the 4 gardens 
throughout the year, some of  which were very 
atmospheric.  They are The Magnolia Garden, The 
Spring Garden and The East and West Stumpery.
A new addition is recreating rows of  pink tulips in 
The Walled Garden.
There are also plans for more cafes to add to the three 
already in existence, to cope with the 275,000 visitors a 
year.
An annual Wood Fair drew 8,000 visitors and there are 
several interesting wooden sculptures to see.
Philip thanked Sean saying it would be hard to imagine 
Ickworth without a garden and that it is a moving feast 
which had whetted everyone’s appetite.

GARDEN CLUB
There is no talk during December but Garden 
Club members will be celebrating the end of  a 
busy year with a Christmas meal at a local pub 
plus a chance to reflect on the 2017 gardening 
year and to think about the 2018 season.

Our next talk will be on
February 13th 2018

If  you would like to join
the club, please contact

Diane Gladders at dianegladders@outlook.com 
or 01449 780365

All talks are at 
Bacton Village Hall – 7.30 pm

New members & visitors welcome! 
[Formerly

BACTON & WYVERSTONE
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY]

mailto:dianegladders@outlook.com
mailto:dianegladders@outlook.com
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Random Acts Of Kindness

All of us at the Parish 
Magazine would like each of 
you to do one or more Random 
Acts of Kindness this holiday 
season. After you've done your 
Random Act, why not share 
your experience with us? It 
can be a small act, like smiling 
at your grumpy neighbour, 
paying someone’s bus fare, 
taking out the rubbish for a 
neighbour...or perhaps 
something bigger!
We don't care, we just want to 
hear your stories and share them 
with our readers. Please don't be 
timid about sharing the smallest 
of kind acts...it's the little 
changes that make the world a 
better place!
Examples:-
I helped my cousin with her 
homework :D
I let my sister have my side of 
the car for a day even though I 
wanted it.
I cleaned and cooked dinner for 
my family as a surprise last night 
and they loved it :)
Young man in vets was trying to 
work out how he could pay for his 
dog's medication...I felt so sorry 
for him and it was obvious he 
loved his dog very much...so I paid 
his bill for him..there for the 
grace of god go I.
Remember...before you speak, let 
your words flow through three 
gates..
Is it true
Is it nice
Does it matter :)

Merry Christmas every one!!

Sunday December 3rd 9.30am - 10.30am

We look forward to welcoming you all on Sunday December 3rd at 9.30am

CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP
at Cotton Village Hall

Due to the success of last year’s event we are hosting another workshop.
Come and make a decoration to grace your Christmas table.

On Saturday 16th December at 2pm

£7.50 per person
All greenery, candles etc. supplied  Seasonal refreshments included

Please contact Julie Bullock to book your place
Tel: 01449 781336  Email: church-farm@btconnect.com

All proceeds to St Andrew’s Church, Cotton

23
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My Friend and 
Neighbour
Geoffrey Cuthbert
On moving to Cotton in 1982 
we heard a Knock on the back 
door, on that dark November 
evening stood this figure in a 
Gabardine mac the belt tied by 
a knot and a green woolly hat, 
“Hello Neighbour” he said 
“Welcome to Cotton”. We soon 
realized Geoffrey was an 
established member of Cotton 
Methodist Chapel, and that 
Sundays would see him 
dressed in his best clothes 
attending services around the 
Diss Circuit where he would 
preach.
Born in May 1931, in Fuchsia 
Cottage his family’s home for 
over three generation’s, he 
remained local to this area 
apart from a spell at Cliff 
College Derbyshire studying 
the role and duty of a 
preacher. His working life 
involved working as a Baker 

and a Grocer riding around the 
local villages on his trade Bike. 
Singing as he rode.
He met and fell in love with 
Olive; they married in 1954 
and between them raised 
Colin, Hazel and Andrew whilst 
l i v i n g a t W i l s o n s F a r m 
( B a c t o n ) w h e r e h e n o w 
worked. Geoffrey spoke of how 
Edwin Wilson (Farmer) had 
persuaded him to become a 
p r e a c h e r ; h e g a v e h i s 
testimony at Burgate and his 
first sermon at Redgrave. 
A great deal of his preaching 
meant he needed to cycle to 
the many chapels on his circuit 
in all kinds of weather, he told 
of the day of very heavy snow 
he had cycled to Thrandeston 
to be told that no one had 
expected him to come in such 
foul weather. He also said that 
he always found people who 
would see he had food and 
drink before he set off to his 
next service.

The Family moved back to 
Fuchsia Cottage where he and 
Olive spent hours on their 
garden and allotment, having 
had several hip replacements 
Geoffrey was now to be seen 
riding his electric buggy from 
home to the Chapel, Top shop, 
Doctors and the village hall 
where he enjoyed a game of 
Scrabble with his friends.
Geoffrey had devoted his life 
to his faith, his calling as a
preacher (60years in 2013), 
his work, and his family that 
had now extended to include 
Grandchildren and Great 
Grandchildren.
Geoffrey’s passing on the 5th 
July this year has seen yet 
another loss to Cotton and 
Bacton, of the Characters, 
their dialect, spirit and strong 
work ethic that established 
our villages. 

Rest in Peace Geoffrey may 
your God be with you.

                  John D

Douglas William Gale
16th September 1935 - 30th  September 2017

Douglas slipped peacefully away after a long illness and was laid to rest at St Andrews Church Cotton.
An ex military man Douglas was fondly known as Captain, He was the pioneer of  the building company
De Kewer Gale and had spent many years in Suffolk restoring derelict houses back to their former glory.
An artist with his knowledge and vision of  restoration and architectural history.
A keen supporter of  raising funds for Cotton village causes, Douglas gave his time with enthusiasm, even 
starring as Henry the Vth in Cotton Church. Action Medical Research Gig in the garden was annually
supported as many others.

He will be sorely missed.
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Extract from ‘A Child’s Christmas in Wales’ by Dylan Thomas
Years and years ago, when I was a boy, when there were wolves in Wales, and birds the color of red-flannel petticoats whisked past the 
harp-shaped hills, when we sang and wallowed all night and day in caves that smelt like Sunday afternoons in damp front farmhouse 
parlors, and we chased, with the jawbones of deacons, the English and the bears, before the motor car, before the wheel, before the 
duchess-faced horse, when we rode the daft and happy hills bareback, it snowed and it snowed. But here a small boy says: "It snowed 
last year, too. I made a snowman and my brother knocked it down and I knocked my brother down and then we had tea."
"But that was not the same snow," I say. "Our snow was not only shaken from white-wash buckets down the sky, it came shawling out 
of the ground and swam and drifted out of the arms and hands and bodies of the trees; snow grew overnight on the roofs of the 
houses like a pure and grandfather moss, minutely-ivied the walls and settled on the postman, opening the gate, like a dumb, numb 
thunder-storm of white, torn Christmas cards."
Bring out the tall tales now that we told by the fire as the gaslight bubbled like a diver. Ghosts whooed like owls in the long nights when I 
dared not look over my shoulder; animals lurked in the cubbyhole under the stairs and the gas meter ticked. And I remember that we 
went singing carols once, when there wasn't the shaving of a moon to light the flying streets.
At the end of a long road was a drive that led to a large house, and we stumbled up the darkness of the drive that night, each one of us 
afraid, each one holding a stone in his hand in case, and all of us too brave to say a word. The wind through the trees made noises as 
of old and unpleasant and maybe web-footed men wheezing in caves. We reached the black bulk of the house. "What shall we give 
them? Hark the Herald?" "No," Jack said, "Good King Wencelas. I'll count three." One, two three, and we began to sing, our voices high 
and seemingly distant in the snow-felted darkness round the house that was occupied by nobody we knew. We stood close together, 
near the dark door. ‘Good King Wencelas looked out On the Feast of Stephen’ ... And then a small, dry voice, like the voice of someone 
who has not spoken for a long time, joined our singing: a small, dry, eggshell voice from the other side of the door: a small dry voice 
through the keyhole. And when we stopped running we were outside our house; the front room was lovely; balloons floated under the 
hot-water-bottle-gulping gas; everything was good again and shone over the town.
"Perhaps it was a ghost," Jim said. 
"Perhaps it was trolls," Dan said, who was always reading.
"Let's go in and see if there's any jelly left," Jack said. And we did that.
Always on Christmas night there was music. An uncle played the fiddle, a cousin sang "Cherry Ripe," and another uncle sang "Drake's 
Drum." It was very warm in the little house. Auntie Hannah, who had got on to the parsnip wine, sang a song about Bleeding Hearts 
and Death, and then another in which she said her heart was like a Bird's Nest; and then everybody laughed again; and then I went to 
bed. Looking through my bedroom window, out into the moonlight and the unending smoke-colored snow, I could see the lights in the 
windows of all the other houses on our hill and hear the music rising from them up the long, steady falling night. I turned the gas down, I 
got into bed. I said some words to the close and holy darkness, and then I slept. 

This piece, by well-known Welsh Poet and Author Dylan Thomas, is one of my favourite pieces of Christmas writing, but if 
you need anything else to get you in the Christmas spirit don’t miss our Christmas Services.
We start with the annual Toy Service, see page 23, when all are invited to bring a New Toy. These Toys make their way, 
courtesy of Bacton resident and Prison Chaplain Tony Fowler, to Highpoint Prison where they bring much joy and 
happiness to the children of those who will be spending their Christmas in a prison cell.
There is also the Village Carol Service, see page 28 (always 6.30pm on the Sunday before Christmas), where all are 
invited to hear the Christmas Story and to enjoy singing their favourite Carols.
Many people in the village know and love our Christingle Service, also page 28, (4.00pm on Christmas Eve every year) 
and come with their children to enjoy the atmosphere in our beautiful Mediaeval church. 
Also on Christmas Eve is our Midnight Service (actually 11.30pm - 12.30am), presided over this year by Bishop Mike, 
where you can join us to take Communion or to receive a Christmas Blessing.
We would love you to see you at our joyous celebrations for this special time of year.

A happy Christmas to you all! From St Mary’s Church Bacton
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ST MARY’S BACTON 
Assistant Priest
Rev David White

Rev Jan Fowler 01449-782107
(Priest with permission to officiate

in the Diocese)
Church Wardens - 

Mr David Chambers 782932
Mr Ray Bartrum  781526

PCC Secretary -  Mr Mike Hall 782004
PCC Treasurer - Mr Brian Manley 781595
Bell Ringer - Mr Winston Girling 674425

Lay Readers - 
Mrs Elaine Miller  770337

 Mrs Sheila Wright  766392
Mrs Helen Matter  780379

Elders - 
Mr Peter Paine  767897

Mrs Janice Shea  781263
Mrs Jean Willoughby  766621

ST GEORGE’S WYVERSTONE
Church Warden - 

Mr Andrew Mellen 01449 782971
PCC Secretary  - Mrs Helen Hardy 781841

ST ANDREW’S COTTON
Church Warden 

Miss Carole  Jones  781874 
PCC Secretary - 

VACANT 
PCC Treasurer - Mrs Jane deBeer 781594 

Methodist Minister
Rev Rita Carr  612619

Rural Dean of  Stowmarket -
Revd Diane Williams 720316

Assistant Rural Dean
(Stowmarket Deanery)

Revd Chris Childs 673280

THE BENEFICE OF BACTON
WITH WYVERSTONE, COTTON, OLD NEWTON AND WICKHAM SKEITH 

Priest in charge: Rev Val White
Email : valthevic@talktalk.net Telephone : 01449 258149

SIDESMAN’S ROTA FOR ST. MARY’S BACTON - December 2017

3rd Dec 9.30a.m......................................................................Mike Hall & Pat Hall
10th 9.30a.m.................................................Carol Bartrum and Ronnie Southgate
17th 10.00a.m...............................................................................Brian & Linda Last
17th 6.30p.m..............................................................................Mike Hall & Pat Hall
24th 11.30p.m................................................................Brian Manley & Rosy Black

Logan Raymond Collins  from Cotton, arrived safely on 
Thursday the 12th of  October 2017,
To proud parents James and Lauran and big brother 
Oscar.
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE December

CHURCH
Service time unless 

specifically given

3rd
Advent 1

10th 
Advent 2

17th
Advent 3

Christmas 
Eve

Christmas 
Day

31st 
December

Christmas 1

BACTON
St Mary’s
9.30am All-Age MP

8.00am
HC (BCP)

10.00am
HC

6.30pm
 Village

Carol Service

4.00pm
Christingle

11.30pm
HC

MW

COTTON
St Andrew’s

11.00am HC 3.00pm
Carols

10.00am
All-Age

WYVERSTONE
St George’s

6.30pm P in C P in C Carols
11.30pm

HC

10.00am
HC

WICKHAM 
SKEITH

St Andrew’s
9.30am HC HC Christingle

11.30pm
HC

HC

OLD NEWTON
St Mary’s
11.00am MP

4.00pm
Christingle

6.30pm
Carols

11.30pm
HC

10.00am
All-Age

6.30pm
Evensong

GIPPING
St Nicholas’ 

Chapel
2.30pm

EP 
(BCP)

20th 
December

7.00pm
Carols by 

Candlelight

9.30am
HC (BCP)

HC - Holy Communion
MP - Morning Prayer
MW - Morning Worship
All-Age - Services  suitable for all ages.
Aft.Praise - Afternoon Praise
                    (None for December)

P in C - Praise in the Community an
              informal time of  worship for all ages.
New Songs - Informal time exploring and
                       singing new hymns.
EP(BCP) - Evensong
                    (Book of  CommonPrayer)
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Christingle
shining light into darkness

Join us for a special candlelit celebration on
Thursday December 24th at 4.00pm
In St Mary’s Church Bacton

Christingle - the service for children that welcomes the whole community

All proceeds go to The Children’s Society - Charity Registration No. 221124

Sunday December 24th 4.00pm - 5.00pm
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FORGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Adults, youths and kids meet every Sunday morning 10.30am at Debenham Leisure Centre

and Sunday afternoons at 4.00pm at the New Green Centre, Thurston
(refreshments are available beforehand, so it’s worth getting there a little earlier)

Contact: info@forgechurch.com or 01449 710437
or visit the website www.forgechurch.com 

ST.  ANDREWS’S  CHURCH COTTON 2017
CLEANING ROTA

DECEMBER
8th - Chris Marston and Chris Carr

22nd - Diane Dickinson and Chris Marston

FLOWER ROTA
DECEMBER
Chris Marston

All flower rota ladies please to decorate the  
church for the Carol Service 17th December

COTTON METHODIST CHURCH 2017
All services at 10.30a.m. unless stated 

otherwise -
A warm welcome awaits everyone.

December
3rd - service led by Mrs Liz Kearsley,
10th -  service led by Mrs Stella Davis

17th - service led by  Miss Jenny Benfield
24th - service led by

Rev Rita Carr with Holy Communion.
31st - by Local arrangement

Carol Service at 2pm on December 13th 
Everyone welcome.

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY, STOWMARKET
Parish Priest:  Father David Finegan,

The Presbytery, 29 Lockington Road, Stowmarket IP14 1BQ
Tel: 01449-612946  E-mail: ourlady.stowmarket@btinternet.com

MASS TIMES: 
Saturdays (First Mass of Sunday):

St Mary’s C of E Church, Woolpit IP30 9QG - 6.00 pm
Sundays:

Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket IP14 1AW - 8.30 am & 10.15 am
Holy Days: 

Our Lady’s, Stricklands Road, Stowmarket - 8.00am, 10.00am and 7.30 pm  
Weekday services in the Parish are advertised at the front of Our Lady’s Church, in the weekly Newsletter and on the 

Parish Website
www.ourladys-stowmarket.co.uk                                                                                   Father David Finegan              

HOME GROUPS - There are three groups at present meeting as follows - 
Monday morning at Wickham Skeith),
Tuesday evenings in Cotton
and 2nd Sunday evenings in Wyverstone.
If you are interested in joining please call -
Monday Group - Mary and Peter Paine 01449 767897
Tuesday Group - Helen & Nick Matter 01449 780379
2nd Sunday Evenings Andy and Liz Mellen 01449 782971

mailto:info@forgechurch.com
mailto:info@forgechurch.com
mailto:ourlady.stowmarket@btinternet.com
mailto:ourlady.stowmarket@btinternet.com
http://www.ourladys-stowmarket.co.uk
http://www.ourladys-stowmarket.co.uk
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Chernobyl Children’s Life Line
& Charity Shop

Our charity shop is ready for Christmas with many 
items “as new” at knock down prices so do call in 
and pick up a bargain. Presents, Party Wear, winter 
clothing and of course Christmas decorations – call 
in and see us, there is something for everyone.

Win a brand new SPECIALIZED Bike 
for only £1.00!!
This brand new Bike, worth over £450.00 has 
kindly been donated by Specialized UK and the 
winner can select their chosen size from Small, 
Medium, Large or Extra Large and the bike will be 
assembled by a Specialized UK technician and 
supplied with full warranty.

A limited number of tickets are to be sold and the 
winner will be drawn at our Chocolate Bingo event 
on 16th December at Stowmarket Football Club. 
Tickets at only £1.00 each are on sale at our 
Charity shop in Needham Market
A big thank you to everyone who has donated a 
present for us to take to Belarus in January, we will 
be back with a full report and photographs of how 
we got on and will share all our news in the next 
available issue of the newsletter.
We are still welcoming the donation of small 
“cabin” bags for the children to use when travelling 
home, the airline dictates that the combined size of 
all three sides should not exceed 115cms.
 A reminder that we have a limited amount of high 
quality brand new baby buggy’s available that 
usually retail at nearly 800.00 but are available for 
less than half that price. These have been donated 
to the Charity to help our fundraising efforts, jump 
on line and look for an Icandy Peach Buggy, 
available as just a Buggy or with a carrycot unit as 
well - if you are interested please let us know and 
we will be happy to arrange for you to see one.
As always we are extremely grateful for your 
support of our children and we can assure you that 
every penny raised stays in Mid Suffolk to use for 
the benefit of our local Link and the children and 
families we support in Belarus.

Elizabeth Parker
01449 760343
Link Chair CCLL
Mid Suffolk Trustee CCLL National
www.ccllmidsuffolk.org.uk

http://www.ccllmidsuffolk.org.uk
http://www.ccllmidsuffolk.org.uk
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"Bzzz", "Bzzz", "BZZZZZZ"
I'm sitting at my computer in the Conservatory and there's a large, black bee trying to get out through the window 
glass. It's trapped, likely can't even remember how it got in that state elsewise it would have sensibly backtracked but 
now, here and without help, it's unlikely to escape. 
Hammering against the pane, it is. Violently flinging itself against the unyielding problem, valiantly determined not to 
give up, give in, its strong, vigorous body a ball of muscular intent. "Must get out!! Must get THROUGH!!" It buzzez. I 
can almost hear its thoughts. I go quickly to collect the see-through beaker and strong piece of card kept expressly 
for the purpose of removing straying, struggling, panicking insects from various parts of our house, to release it 
outside but, too late. 
Up it's risen. Flown to the inner top of the Conservatory. "Don't rise higher, Little One",  I plead, a silent prayer, "you'll 
get behind the awnings. You'll never get out." The bee drops down. Which way, which WAY??? It dips and loops and 
lands and flies off again ... in circles ... I give up. I put the beaker and cardboard down, just in case, and go about my 
work. 
Silence ... More silence ... Good, it's gone out into the garden ... now, where was I? "Bzzz", "Bzzz", "BZZZZZZ". I 
look up: the awning, there it is, teetering on the edge between the outside world and the capturing, inner plastic 
surface of death. I sigh. It's too high. If I even tried the stepladder, if it buzzed back out at me, into my face I could 
topple over. I just can't. If only, if ONLY it would have the sense to drop down, drop away from the danger I could 
shoo it gently out but no, it's determined to do its own thing. I pray for it to be still, tired out. I pray for it to be too 
weak to continue to fight and then I could help. I pray for it to have the HUMILITY to give up and simply rest in 
Providence but its instincts are too strong and I just have to wait ... and hope.
I wonder if God ever feels like me. The bee is still buzzing, still fighting even as I write. I can't force it, I could harm it, 
kill it even by flapping a cloth or waving a stick or pointing a hairdryer??? ( what a suggestion ) at it to encourage it 
to go the way I want. It has to be "Free Will", same with us yet how often do we flatly ignore God and determinedly 
fling ourselves with every dreg of strength we have at a problem when so often ALL that is needed is to come away, 
drop down, drop low, sink, kneel and admit "l just can't ... any more". 
The bee doesn't know God has sent help in the form of me and my beaker and my little piece of card. I would place 
the beaker so gently over its little furry body, edge the strong, supportive card so gingerly yet firmly under its little 
legs till I had it safe, so safe in my care and then I'd carefully walk out into the garden and release the small, weary 
soldier back into "Life". 
Oh, how often God longs to do this with us. So often, watching and waiting for just the right moment. So often when 
we are feeling at our wits end, down, out, exhausted with no fight left then, Oh, JOY, God can come right in ... AND 
HELP!!!
"Oh, God, give me the Humility to drop down sooner in my Spirit. To stop struggling and fighting and let your light 
come in. To take "it" to prayer, check Scripture or just stop clamouring for answers, for escape and instead let You, 
let YOU rescue me, My Lord and My God."
... and the bee? The buzzing is less now, weaker and more infrequent but the beaker
and card are still on the table. I wait in hope ...

Ivona M-B
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Stowmarket and 
District Camera Club
We got off to a good start on 11 
September with a lot of old 
members and several new 
potential members turning up. It 
was good to see so many new 
faces and of course the familiar 
ones.  We greeted and 
explained to the new people 
roughly what the club is about. 
For this season we have the 

usual 5 ‘open’ competitions as 
well as ‘wildlife’, ‘portrait’ and 
Audio Visual’ (AV) competitions.  
We have three speakers giving 
talks on ‘Landscape’, ‘High 
Speed Photography’, and a 
travelogue ‘Overlanding through 
East Africa and the Americas’. 
We also have ‘club nights’ and 
an end of season photoshoot.
On 25 September we held our 
‘cracked lens’ competition, which 

was a great success.  This 
competition is for the best PDI 
(projected digital image) on the 
night and is judged by us, the 
members.  Geoff Walker won 
with ‘Leopard’, Glenda Taylor 
and David Markillie came joint 
2nd and Keith Hyland came 4th.  
Well done everyone.

On 9 October we had our first 
‘open’ competition, which was 
judged by Nigel Rea. He gave 
his usual practical critique and 
gave us suggestions for 
improving our pictures.  On the 
whole he was impressed with 
our efforts.
Next meetings:
Monday 11 December: Wildlife 
competition to be judged by 
Mike Lloyd. 
Monday 8 January:Talk to be 
given by our member Glenda 
Taylor ‘Overlanding through East 
Africa and the Americas’
New members are always very 
welcome at the club. All you 
need is a camera – any camera 
and a real interest in using it. 
Our members use DSLRs, 
mirrorless, compacts and bridge 
cameras.  Regular meetings are 
held at Stowmarket Community 
Centre, Hillside, Stowmarket, 
IP14 2BD, usually on the 2nd & 
4th Monday of the month 
between September & June. We 
start arriving at around 7:00pm 
for a 7:30pm start.  We’d love to 
see you there, so why not join 
us?
For more information see our 
web site -
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Frosty the snowman
originally sung by Jimmy 
Durante

Frosty the snowman was a 
jolly happy soul 
With a corncob pipe and a 
button nose 
and two eyes made out of coal 
Frosty the snowman is a fairy 
tale they say 
He was made of snow but the 
children 
know how he came to life one 
day 
There must have been some 
magic in that 
old silk hat they found 
For when they placed it on his 
head 
he began to dance around 
O Frosty the snowman 
was alive as he could be 
And the children say he could 
laugh and play just the same 
as you and me 
Thumpetty thump thump 
thumpety thump thump 
Look at Frosty go 
Thumpetty thump thump 
thumpety thump thump 
Over the hills of snow 
Frosty the snowman knew 
the sun was hot that day 
So he said 
"Let's run and 
we'll have some fun 
now before I melt away 
" Down to the village 
with a broomstick in his hand 
Running here and there all 
around the square saying 
Catch me if you can 
He led them down the streets 
of town 
right to the traffic cop 
And he only paused a moment 
when 
he heard him holler "Stop!" 

For Frosty the snow man 
had to hurry on his way 
But he waved goodbye saying 
"Don't you cry 
I'll be back again some day

" Thumpetty thump thump 
thumpety thump thump
Look at Frosty go 
Thumpetty thump thump 
thumpety thump thump 
Over the hills of snow
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Mary Berry’s Tunis Cake
Tunis Cake is an alternative Christmas cake
with a Madeira/Sponge base and covered in Chocolate!
We always had one in my house when I was growing up (in the 
80s). They were originally produced by McVities in the UK in 
the 1950s but became less popular over time (I don't know 
why - they're really yummy!). You can still sometimes find 
them in odd shops, but they're hard to find.
This is the original recipe, created by Elizabeth Ewing of 
Inverness who created the cake in 1949.  It's called a Tunis 
cake, because Elizabeth Ewing's husband (who was a baker at 
McVities) tried something similar in Tunisia, where he was 
stationed during WWII.
Ingredients
For the Cake:
An alternative to the traditional christmas cake… 
Serves 10
225g softened butter
225g caster sugar
225g self-raising flour
70g ground almonds
4 large eggs
finely grated zest of 1 large lemon
For the topping
300ml double cream
400g plain chocolate, broken into small pieces
200g natural marzipan
red food paste colouring
green food paste colouring
 
1  Heat the oven to 180C/fan 160C/gas 4.  Grease and line 
a 20cm deep cake tin with baking parchment.
 
2  Measure the butter, sugar, flour, ground almonds, eggs 
and lemon zest into the bowl of an electric mixer. Beat on high 
speed for 1 minute. Spoon into the prepared cake tin and level 
the surface with a palette knife or spatula.
 
3  Bake for 45 minutes, cover with foil to prevent the top 
from browning and cook for a further 15 minutes until a 
skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. Leave to 
cool completely in the tin on a wire rack.

 
4  Pour the cream into a small pan and bring almost to the 
boil. Remove from the heat, add the chocolate and stir until 
melted. When cool but not setting pour the chocolate mixture 
over the cooled cake and put aside to set.
 
5  To decorate, colour 175g of the marzipan with green food 
colouring to turn it the colour of holly leaves.  Using a holly 
leaf shaped cutter, cut out 20 holly leaves. Mark the veins 
with a knife and lay over a rolling pin and leave to dry. Colour 
the remaining marzipan with the red food colouring and roll 
into 30 ‘berry’ size balls.  Leave to dry.
 
6  To serve,  remove the cake from the tin and carefully peel 
off the parchment paper so that you get a clean line between 
the cake and the chocolate layer. Arrange the holly leaves and 
berries in a wreath around the edge of the cake.
If you want to be extra fancy, you can make half of the 
buttercream pink using red food coloring and have the inner 
circle yellow and the outer circle pink!
Tunis cakes also originally had a small apple, orange and 
banana made of marizpan in the center of the decoration 
instead of the circle of buttercream.
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CHRISTMAS COLOURING SHEETS
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KR CUTZ
UNISEX HAIRSTYLIST
OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY

New Customers Welcome

01449 781943
07505 742481

LYNDHURST, STATION RD., COTTON
(Opposite Finbows Yard)

.

I am a local craftsman specialising in 
shelving, built-in wardrobes and other 
storage as well as free standing items.

Working in hardwoods and softwoods I 
have 30 years of experience and know 
the value of good customer service

For the Spring I 
have designed a 
range of oak 
planters – see the 
website for more 
details of all my 
services 
www.richardbergson.com

richard@richardbergson.com
07934 611004    01449 782057
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P umps Away
PAULA’S

DRIVING SCHOOL
A.D.I. APPROVED

PASS PLUS

Paula Handley-Howard

07929 663919
www.drivingschoolstowmarket.co.uk
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A SUTO ELECTRIC
01449 781028
Auto Mechanical

A COMPLETE RANGE OF GARAGE SERVICES
STARTERS • ALTERNATORS

EXCHANGED • REPAIRED • REWIRING
ELECTRICAL WIRING CHECKS

SERVICING • MOT • PREPARATION ETC.
COLLECTION, DELIVERY AND COURTESY 

CAR

01449 403050

  MILL CARPETS & FLOORING
Home selection Service

Local Company – Haughley
Choose from a wide range of

quality Carpets, Vinyls,
Solid Wood, Laminate &

Safety Floorings
In your own home.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Supplied and fitted by our expert 
fitter, or supply only.

Binding Service for cut-offs.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Extremely competitive prices.
Free measuring and quotes,

please contact:-

01449 677280 or 07747 403871

DSR
PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
GENERAL BUILDING AND 

PROPERTY REPAIRS
New Builds, Extensions, Garage,
Room Conversions, Roof Repairs, 

Concreting, Patios, Walls, Re-
Pointing, Brickwork, Gutter Repairs, 

Fencing, Sheds, Wall and Floor 
Tiling, Painting and Decorating. 

For Free Estimates
call Dean on

07968 483055
01359 242438
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Stowmarket
Chiropractic Clinic

Michael Bailey
Doctor of Chiropractic

Registered with the
General Chiropractic Council

7 Stowupland Road
Stowmarket IP14 5AG

01449 612620
www.michaelbailey.net

Are You in Pain?
Chiropractic may help you with 

many problems including 
lower back pain, neck pain 

and related headaches as well 
as arm and leg pain.

Call us now or visit our website
www.michaelbailey.net

NEED HELP? 
CALL OWEN WILLIAMS FOR ANY  

I.T ASSISTANCE 
Computer Problems - Internet/WIFI  
Virus Removal - Technical Advice -   

and so much more 
Based in Bacton—IP14 

We also do Technical Consultancy & 
small scale websites for businesses. 

Call 07478349440 
Email: owen@westviewit.co.uk 

www.westviewit.co.uk 

RSA 
PEST MANAGEMENT

HAUGHLEY
01449 672083
07745 771516

GAME OVER
FOR

Rats, Mice, Moles, Rabbits
Squirrels, Ants, Wasps, Flies

Birds, Bees, Cockroaches
Bedbugs, Fleas, Woodworm etc.

Deer and Fox Management
Fully qualified and insured 

pest control
For a Service you can rely on

National Pest Technician Association

Free Advice on all your double glazing 
enquiries including:

‘A’ energy-rated UPVC Windows
Doors, Conservatories.

Rainwater Goods i.e. Sealed Units, 
Window/Door Handles,

adjustments to Windows/Doors.
Replace your old Polycarbonate 

Conservatory Roofs with ‘A’ rated Self-
Cleaning Glass.

YOUR MICHAEL BRAME

Enquiries to
Michael Brame (Bacton)

01449 781533
or mob.07931 784470
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john@live-everyday.co.uk

Chestnuts roasting
on an open fire
Famously sung by
the late, great
Nat King Cole

Chestnuts roasting on an
open fire 
Jack Frost nipping at
your nose 
Yuletide carols being sung
by a choir 
And folks dressed up like 
Eskimos 

Ev'rybody knows a turkey
and some mistletoe 
Help to make the season 
bright 
Tiny tots with their eyes
all aglow 
Will find it hard to sleep 
tonight 

They know that Santa's
on his way 
He's loaded lots of toys and 
goodies on his sleigh 
And ev'ry mother's child is 
gonna spy 
To see if reindeer really know
how to fly 

And so I'm offering this 
simple phrase 
To kids from one to ninety-two 
Although it's been said many 
times, many ways, 
"Merry Christmas to you."
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Pest Control & Prevention:
Rat & Mouse Eradication & 

Prevention of access to Premises
Insect control, prompt service to Wasps, 

Hornet’s nests, Ants, Fleas, Flies etc.
Mole control by all Ministry approved methods

 

Property Care:
Woodworm/Deathwatch Beetle
30 year Bonded Guarantee available

 Insect Control:
Fly Control Units, Electric & Adhesive

Fly screens, chain curtains, plastic strip 
curtains

 
Please ring for competitive prices from

YOUR local company
0800 074 2450

 

Command Pest Control Ltd
Command House, College Farm, Church Lane, 
Preston St Mary, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 9NQ

T 01787 248049

 

 A J Harris
(Decorating & Home 
Improvements) Ltd

Andy Harris 
For a quality decorating 

service at a competitive price

Both exterior & interior work 
undertaken,

including general property 
maintenance 

For a trustworthy, friendly 
and local service

! 01449 781968
M 07940 727161
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M A Heating Services
" Oil, Gas and LPG boiler servicing,

replacement and repairs
" Repairs to central heating system faults

i.e. pumps, programmers and cylinders
" Servicing and repairs to Rayburn, Aga,

Stanley and Esse
" Landlord’s Certificates

T 01379 783427
Wickham Gate, High Street, Gislingham, Suffolk IP23 8JD

Trusted by local families 
since 1925

Meredith Greengrass  
9 Marriotts Walk  
Stowmarket 
01449 612765

Life Changing Hypnotherapy

Experience this effective, relaxing    
therapy for help with:

 

• Stopping smoking
• Weight loss
• Confidence issues
• Stress and anxiety
• Overcoming fears and 

phobias

Free initial consultation
Wendy Chalk BA (Hons), HPD, MNCH

07817 158429
www.wendychalk.co.uk

The Good 
Neighbours are 

Here!
Do you need help with transport, 
collections, minor repairs, pets,

a one-off garden tidy, letter 
writing, form filling, befriending 

or lifts?
The Bacton, Cotton and Wyverstone 

Good Neighbour Scheme
All volunteers have been CRB 

checked and are covered by
public liability insurance.

Contact 07980 948641 Seven 
Days a Week 9am - 5pm
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Bacton Play Centre ☺ Bacton Under Fives

For all your childcare needs!
BABY AND TODDLER DAY-CARE, PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP

DAY-CARE AND PRE-SCHOOL SESSIONS
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE

HOLIDAY CARE FOR CHILDREN 3 -14 YEARS
Open All Year

We offer quality care and education for all children 0 -14 years in a purpose 
built child -centred environment in which the child always comes first.

Free access to Outside play.
All staff are qualified and continuously attend courses to develop their skills.

OFSTED registered.  Quality Assured group.
Awarded ‘Every Child a Talker’ status.

If you would like to get in touch or view our new facilities please contact
01449 780079

or email: bactonunderfives@btconnect.com
Bacton Under Fives, Bacton Play Centre, c/o Bacton Community Primary 

School Tailors Green, Bacton, Suffolk IP14 4LL

STOWMARKET 
SKIP HIRE

Earth Moving,
Digger Work

2, 4, 6, 8-YARD SKIPS
SAND & BALLAST 

DELIVERIES
SHINGLE, HOGGIN

& TOPSOIL
Telephone 613824 and 
Mobile 07860692733
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  Business Cards 
 Books   Menus
  Full Design Service
  Leaflets    Posters 
  Brochures    Folders
  Magazines   Banners
  Company Stationery
  Booklets & more!

5A THE MALTINGS, STOWUPLAND RD,
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

IP14 5AG

www. p o l s t e a d p r e s s . c o . u k

Ask us 
for a Quote!

0 1 4 4 9  6 7 7 4 4 4

Gavin P Deans
B.V.Sc.  M.R.C.V.S
Veterinary Surgeon

HAUGHLEY
VETERINARY CENTRE
63 Old Street, Haughley, Stowmarket

01449 673366
A small friendly practice offering a full 

medical and surgical service for 
companion pets.

Also at
Thurston

Veterinary Centre
01359 232200

24 hour Emergency Cover

For local, reliable service please 
call Alan:

01449 613457 
or 07508 051 518

WASHING MACHINE     DISHWASHER    
OVEN     HOB     TUMBLE DRYER 

 

Domestic Appliance 
Repairs
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SMALL ADS

HAIRDRESSING in your own home
Julie Clarke, 2 Birch Avenue
Manicure & Pedicure            01449 781695

ACCOUNTANCY AND BOOKKEEPING
Year end accounts, bookkeeping, tax 
returns, VAT returns, budgeting and 
planning.
Claire Bisset ACA 
contact@clairebisset.com   
or   01449 781185

BECCA JANE BEAUTY
Qualified Beauty Therapist

Offering Nail Treatments including UV 
Gels, Waxing, Facials and more

Contact: Becca on 01449 781155 or 
07598 495079

TANK CHANGE LTD (replacement Oil 
tank Engineers), Family Business, Steel & 
Polyethylene Oil Tanks Available.
Fully insured & OFTEC approved.
Free Survey/Quotation.   
DISCOUNTS FOR PARISH  MAGAZINE 
READERS              
                                      www.tankchange.co.uk.                                                                                                             
                  01449 781210/07899 898720

DBBB Pet Care Services
& Dog Walking Services

Home Visits tailored to your pets' needs
Highly Qualified, Experienced and Insured

Gemma Abbott, BSc (Hons) Animal 
Behaviour Science

Email: gemma@dbbb.co.uk
Tel: 07572593582
www.facebook.com/
dbbbpetcareservicesanddogwalking

SEELEY CARPENTRY ————————— 
Building-Carpentry-Joinery 
seeleycarpentry@aol.com
 01449 781089      Mobile 07540228541                                                                                                                   
 01449 781064   Mobile –07590751119

MENDLESHAM’S 50/50 SHOP
  Selling GOOD AS NEW Clothes

for all the Family
 Open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

 2pm--4pm
 Situated on The Playing Field

Advertising an event? Why not try using 
the village noticeboard website?

http://villagenoticeboard.webplus.net

   ALLUM ROOFING
Tiling - Slating - Re-roofing - Roof repairs

 Flat roofs -  All types of leadwork
Haughley :01449 613636   

 0779 9048956 

K.V.M SEWING MACHINES  
GISLINGHAM 

Servicing & repairs to Singer & most makes.
All work guaranteed   01379 783521                                                                               

A.J.COLLINS TREE SERVICES - for 
professional tree care, hedge trimming etc
01449 767196 /www.ajctrees@aol.com

J LAWES -
IRONMONGERS - KITCHEN GOODS
BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS -
GARDEN REQUISITES -
Station Road, Bacton          01449 781452

FINBOWS FURNISHERS
Station Road, Bacton.

New & used furniture bought and sold.
Flooring, beds, Indonesian gifts

www.facebook.com/finbowsfurnishers                                                                                                                                                            
Tues - Sat 9am - 5pm             01449 781732

FINDING LIFE DIFFICULT?
INDIVIDUALS/COUPLES

Support in making changes for a better 
future - Fully confidential/non-judgmental

Experienced BACP Senior Accredited 
Counsellor 

    Mari  07903 100887    
www.counsellingroom.org/

IRONING done in my home, picked up one 
evening, brought back the next.                                                                                                                                                    
    Contact Mrs Briggs on 01449 781720

B.F. SAMPSON - Building services and 
maintenance. Work carried out on new or 
old properties. No job too small.
Free estimates.                   Tel. 01449 675147 
                                             or  M 07810712401
Cara-Lea Dance Studios
Disco Freestyle, Street, Slow lyrical and 
Rock 'n' Roll. For children 3 years +
Debenham, Woolpit, Stowmarket and 
Haughley - Enquiries 01449 614006
CaraLeaDance@hotmail.co.uk

AUTO ELECTRICS: - A complete range of 
Garage Services. Alternator/Starter Repairs, 
Exchange Component Checks, Servicing 
and M.O.T Preparation.
Collection/Delivery, Courtesy Car.                                                                                           
Cow Green, Bacton.              01449 781028

MARK BUCKLE ELECTRICIAN J.I.B. 
Registered.  Rewiring, Storage heating, 
Immersion Heaters, Extra Sockets, Security 
Lights, Showers, Emergency call out 
Service. NO JOB TOO SMALL.
FREE ESTIMATES              01449 614796

D.E. BRADLEY - PLUMBER New 
Installations, Heating Maintenance. Repairs 
NO JOB TOO SMALL                                                                  
         01379 658775 or M 07771 970901

PAINTER & DECORATOR  30 years 
experience      John Gray on 01449 
781584  or 07733166023

PERIOD PROPERTY RENOVATION  - 
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
Geoff  Nicholls & Co. offer a Complete 
Building Service. Quality work guaranteed. 
No job too small. All at down to earth prices. 
Ring for free estimate and advice.                                     
                                                       01449 781375

D.J.HAILL..........Driveways and Paving
Local Authority approved

drop curbs and access
Fencing, patios, driveways, paths, pads, 

footings and drainage Fully insured;
for a quote call Darren                                               

01449 737164 or 07766024137.

COTTON VILLAGE HALL 
Our well equipped hall is for hire for all 
types of function. Well fitted kitchen, small 
and large grassed fields. Crockery, tables 
and chairs for hire away from hall, subject to 
availability. Very reasonable hourly or daily 
charges. Use our paper bank so that your 
village benefits from the income.
     Tel Booking Secretary  01449 781083

BACTON VILLAGE HALL  
Bacton Village Hall suits a wide range of 
functions for up to 100 people and has 
comfortable seating, good lighting, sound 
system, wifi, effective heating and a fully 
equipped modern kitchen, including 
crockery and cutlery, with fast (3 minute 
cycle) dishwasher.
To discuss bookings please phone -
Denise 01449 781725

WYVERSTONE VILLAGE HALL
We have a well Equipped Kitchen Bar and 
Play Area for your meetings & events. 
There is plenty of parking.  
For bookings please ring Amanda on 
01449 782070
WESTHORPE VILLAGE HALL
available for hire from 27th March 2017 for 
small groups, private functions, exercise 
classes etc
The main hall is bright and airy, has black-
out blinds, 80 comfortable chairs, two sizes 
of tables and a fully equipped kitchen.
Wifi connection and a state-of-the-art audio/
visual system are also available.
Hire rates are £8.00 per hour.
For bookings or further information, please 
visit our website -
www.westhorpe.onesuffolk.net or contact 
Alison Weston, Bookings Secretary on 
01449 781490.

mailto:gemma@dbbb.co.uk
mailto:gemma@dbbb.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/dbbbpetcareservicesanddogwalking
http://www.facebook.com/dbbbpetcareservicesanddogwalking
http://www.facebook.com/dbbbpetcareservicesanddogwalking
http://www.facebook.com/dbbbpetcareservicesanddogwalking
http://villagenoticeboard.webplus.net
http://villagenoticeboard.webplus.net
http://www.facebook.com/finbowsfurnishers
http://www.facebook.com/finbowsfurnishers
mailto:CaraLeaDance@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:CaraLeaDance@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.westhorpe.onesuffolk.net/
http://www.westhorpe.onesuffolk.net/
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SMALL ADS

LAMBERTS SERVICE STATION LTD 
All Make/Model Servicing and Repair—
Tyres/Exhaust/Batteries etc. MOT Testing 
- Used Car Sales - Bottled Gas,
Coal and Coalite delivered  01449 781260

Made to Measure
Hand Finished Curtains

    Also Roman Blinds and Cushions
       Please call Linda Heasley on

     01449 781542 or 07904385924

D. J. HOWLETT - Servicing and General 
Repairs, VW/Audi, Mercedes Benz 
Specialist, Experienced, Professional 
Service. Competitive Rates.The Willows, 
MENDLESHAM GREEN   01449 766019

PROBITTS For light engineering, model 
engineering, vehicle bodywork, any job 
considered. Station Road                                                                                                                                         
                                                       01449 781453

PLUMBING & HEATING  Free advice and 
estimates. For your plumbing requirements                                                   
Tel Andrew Snowling            01449 675440

ADRIAN STEVENS
Plumbing Heating, Water Softeners

Bathrooms and Tiling
Free Estimates - No Job Too Small

01449 781823
07876526366

E.J.ENTERPRISES - FIREWOOD
Also Eco-friendly kiln dried oak briquettes                              
                                                       01359 221811

SARAH STUDD
Ofsted Registered Childminder
Wyverstone   01449 781177
sarah.studd@hotmail.co.uk

Ray Goudy Trailer Repairs 

 

VOSA approved ATF/MOT Bay, testing ALL makes and models 
 
 

HGVs  ♦  PSVs  ♦  Trailers ♦  Cars ♦  Vans   
Camper Vans ♦ Horse Boxes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  
�  

� Mobile Service Vans for on-site and Roadside Repairs 
�  
�  

�  
�  

 
 
 
 
 
 

For more details phone, email or check out our web site: 
Tel: 01449 673989       E Mail: atf@rgtr.co.uk 

 

www.rgtr.co.uk  
 

Plot 1, Tomo Ind Est, Tomo Rd, STOWMARKET, Suffolk, IP14 5AY 
All major credit cards accepted (except American Express) 

 

mailto:sarah.studd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sarah.studd@hotmail.co.uk
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Christmas Movie Quiz

NAME THAT FILM
Answers

1. It's A Wonderful Life

2. How The Grinch Stole Christmas

3. National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation

4. A Christmas Story

5. A Charlie Brown Christmas

6. Miracle On 34th Street

7. Home Alone

8. The Santa Clause

9. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer

10. A Christmas Story

11. The Polar Express

12. It's A Wonderful Life
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Parish Magazine
Editor - Amanda Manley.........................ajmanley@icloud.com 01449 781595
Advertising - Linda Last........................linda.last@talk21.com 01449 781772
Production - Brian Manley.........brianjmanley@googlemail.com 01449 781595
Distribution - Brian Manley.......brianjmanley@googlemail.com 01449 781595
Bacton Cotton & Wyverstone  Good Neighbours scheme.......07980 948641

Parish Clerks 
Bacton - Tina Newell..............................................................01449 672825
Cotton - Rod Caird.................................................................07785 331217
Wyverstone - Kate Webster....................................................01449 781285

Village Hall Hire
Bacton -  Denise Jennings........................................................01449 781725
Cotton - Ann Doherty.............................................................01449 781083
Westhorpe - Alison Weston.....................................................01449 781490
Wyverstone - Amanda.............................................................01449 782070

Health Centres
Bacton...................................................................................01449 781777
Mendlesham...........................................................................01449 767722
West Suffolk Hospital.............................................................01284 713000
Ipswich Hospital.....................................................................01473 712233

Utilities
Anglian Water........................................................................08457 145145
UK Power Networks (power cuts/emergencies)........................08007 838838

Newspaper Deliveries 
Bacton Stores & Post Office.....................................................01449 781366
Brockford Home Delivery........................................................01379 870241

Milk Deliveries  
Suffolk Dairies Ltd .................................................................01449 676746
Co-op....................................................................................01449 770142

mailto:brianjmanley@gmail.com
mailto:brianjmanley@gmail.com
mailto:brianjmanley@gmail.com
mailto:brianjmanley@gmail.com
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The Bacton Bears
Home to a magnificent range of Collectable and plush Teddy

Bears and animals, located in the heart of Suffolk!

• Steiff
• Merrythought
• Dean's 
• Jellycat 
• much more!

Station Garage, Broad Road, Bacton, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 4HP

Shop Opening Hours:  9am - 5pm Monday - Saturday

01449 781131 / 781087 • www.bactonbears.co.uk


