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Cotton Parish Council

At the meeting of Cotton Parish Council held on the 11th July PC 
Clare Wayman said there had been no crimes reported since the 
last meeting. There are however an increasing number of thefts 
from garden sheds and outbuildings in the area, she advises 
people to securely lock garden gates and shed/outbuilding 
doors. S.C.C./M.S.D.C. Councillor Stringer reported on funding 
for warmer homes, the re-organisation of the schooling system, 
disposal of old paint tins and the John Peel Centre. His full 
reports and that of the Police will appear on the village web-site. 
An application to build a single-storey extension at Brooklands, 
Brook House Road, was supported by the Council.  Applications 
to build extensions at Leeacres & South Cottage, both in 
Mendlesham Road, have been approved by M.S.D.C. A plaque is 
to be erected at the site of the trees planted to commemorate 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. A letter of thanks is to be sent to 
the Chairman & committee of the Cotton Jubilee Party for their 
efforts in providing the village with an enjoyable and memorable 
day. In an effort to promote the village web-site an all weather 
banner is to be purchased for use at village events. 

An increasing amount of information will now appear on the 
village web-site including items such as warnings from M.S.D.C. 
over road closures, flood alerts etc, notification from Suffolk Police 
about crimes committed in the area or appeals for witnesses. It is 
also hoped to include “Public Consultaion Documents”. The web-
site can be viewed at:    www.cotton.onesuffolk.net 

The New Suffolk Code of Conduct for Councillors was adopted 
at the meeting held on the 1st August and will take effect 
immediately. Mr. Peter Gibbs was co-opted onto the Council as 
replacement for Jeannie Hutchinson who retired as a Councillor 
at the AGM. The banner promoting the web-site has been 
purchased and is now on display in the village hall.
Dr. Dan Poulter MP will be attending the Community Cafe on 
27th October 2012

The date of the next Parish Council meeting and latest approved 
minutes will appear on the  village web-site along with County & 
District Councillor Stringer’s latest reports.

Colin Hall
Clerk to Cotton Parish Council

Welcome to the Autumn issue of the Cotton Quarterly Newsletter.



Your Parish Councillors are:
Chair Mrs Valerie Couldridge                   01449 781047
Vice chair Mrs Sarah Wenban    01449 781095
Councillors
Mrs Beryl Ellis                01449 780007
Mr Peter Gibbs    01449 781308
Mrs Beryl Halliday        01449 781682 
Mr Christopher Tester    01449 782134
Mr David Williams        01449 781645
Parish Clerk Colin Hall                  01449 781400
Mid Suffolk District /Suffolk County Councillor
Andrew Stringer                   01449 780339

Parish email address:                                 cottonparish@talktalk.net
Parish web-site:                                  www.cotton.onesuffolk.net
Keith Flynn (web-site manager)                   cotton.parish@gmail.com

N.B. Copy deadline for Cotton Quarterly Winter issue 26 October

COTTON PARISH COUNCIL IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THAT PETER GIBBS HAS NOW JOINED THE PARISH COUNCIL

WELCOME PETER

Cotton Parish has a NEW website!
www.cotton.onesuffolk.net

Village News, Events, Photos, Parish Newsletter & more

If there is something you would like to see on the website
please contact us

email: cotton.parish@gmail.com



Friends of Cotton Church
Reg Charity 1053483

The Cotton Test Match.

As you are all aware this was the final test at 
Lime Tree Farm, and perhaps fittingly the 
day was blessed with a “final curtain” in the 
form of periodic torrents of rain. Although 
this kept the spectator numbers down 
the cricket was played with skill, cheerful 
enthusiasm and a fiery spirit, which is a 
credit to everyone who took part. To add to 
the disorientation during the proceedings, 
the pitch was moved twice.
The Black Horse Hackers triumphed for the 
second year, so congratulations again to 
them. 
The benefit of rain at a cricket match is that 
the beer tent fills up, and this year was no 
exception, so we owe a big thank you to 
Rick and the Jokers’ Bar for another great 
accommodation.

Church Restoration.

Mervyn Walker’s article in the last Cotton 
Quarterly for the Parochial Church Council 
mentioned important aspects in the 
context of current restoration that were 
still outstanding, with regard to security 
and some funding issues, and that 
situation still applies. But we have been 
able to make a start on the restoration and 
repair of the bell tower gates. They should 
soon be fully functioning, and a pleasure 
on the eye. Let me invite you to go and 
have a look and see the progress that is 
being made.
I would also like to take this opportunity 
and add my support to Mervyn’s request 
for working parties to help tame the wild 
growth of weeds around the churchyard. 
It will add so much to the attractiveness 

of the church to have grounds that are 
attractive themselves.

F.C.C.

As reported in last Cotton Quarterly we 
have had an increase in the number of 
committee members and so meetings 
have relocated to the Trowel and 
Hammer, a favourite venue. Many 
thanks to them for their hospitality. We 
have also had an increase in the number 
of ‘Friends’ of Cotton church. You know 
who you are!! So welcome.

Future Attractions.

The Keeper’s Daughter have been 
a big success at the Village Hall and 
we are inviting them to stage a 
performance of ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas’ actually only a week before 
Christmas, but this time with the added 
atmospheric attraction of taking place 
in the church. This will appeal to all 
ages so watch this space!

Geoff Toole 
Chairman F.C.C.



Parochial Church Council
St Andrew’s Church Cotton

For some reason this page always seems 
to start with an apology and this issue is no 
different, except that this time it’s not about 
what I’ve said but rather that what was said 
last time was so delayed in reaching you that 
some important reminder dates had gone by 
before you received your copy; the editors and 
publishers are trying to rectify this by getting 
all entries in on time – or else – which is likely 
to catch anyone of us out at some point!

So I’m sorry if you missed the May working 
party or the June coffee morning, but do 
come next time (we do try to include stuff in 
the Parish News, and put up posters as well).
The weather was fine for the garden coffee 
morning on 16th June, but takings were down 
due to regrettably low attendance, but those 
who came seemed to enjoy their outing!

Many thanks to those who did support our 
last two Working Parties, but as numbers were 
low we decided not to try and tame our huge 
churchyard (other than strimming quantities 
of nettles and thistles), but to concentrate on 
really important work such as protecting the 
fabric by removing damaging ivy growth and 
saplings too close to the walls and clearing 
gullies and air vents to maintain ventilation; 
hard work but strangely satisfying!

On Sunday 9th September at 7pm we are 
hosting a Benefice-wide concert by the 
Pulham Orchestra with a programme of 
mixed light and classical music – this is a 
large band of some forty performers, which 
is why Cotton as the largest church in the 
Benefice is the chosen venue. Tickets are 
£6 each (children under 14 free) with light 
refreshments included in the price – proceeds 
will go to the selling church directly or to 
Friends organisations if they sell as well. 
Tickets are available now from me (780272).

The Jubilee weekend was a great success as 
everyone knows, and many thanks are due 
to the organising committee so ably led by 
John Doherty, but assisted by numerous 
others in this lovely community village. Our 
bell-ringing went well on both the Friday and 

Saturday, and we had a memorable joint 
service with our friends from the Methodist 
Chapel on the Sunday; the church was 
open all weekend and many folk visited. 
A commemorative plaque was unveiled 
celebrating the finishing (well almost!) of 
the restoration project and also the Jubilee 
itself.

The major restoration project is complete 
but for an important detail which is 
preventing the scheme being wound up 
and final accounts and grants settled; this 
is very frustrating to the PCC and myself 
in particular; in the next issue I hope to be 
able to present an account of  the works 
and final costs and grants received.

This edition would be incomplete without 
recording the changes which have taken 
place within the Friends of Cotton Church 
organisation; Alan and Val Couldridge have 
stepped down as Chairman and Secretary 
of the trustees (the executive committee) 
after eighteen years at the helm. Very much 
has been achieved in that time and much, 
much more than I personally am aware of 
as a relative newcomer; the PCC past and 
present is deeply grateful for what they and 
their colleagues over time have given to the 
wellbeing of the church fabric, and thereby 
to the welfare of the wider congregation. 
I hope that in due course a proper record 
may be compiled and preserved of this 
huge contribution, so that not only the 
members of the Friends organisation but 
also the parish as a whole can see not 
only what has been given but what great 
costs are involved in maintaining just one 
medieval parish church.

The PCC also learns with pleasure that the 
FCC has already regenerated itself and 
appointed a new Chairman and committee; 
the Chairman is now Mr Geoff Lowndes-
Toole, and we wish him and his colleagues 
well in the many challenges ahead.
Mervyn Walker
PCC Secretary





What’s on
September
1st     Village Produce Show 
3rd    Line Dancing 7-00pm
4th    Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
6th    Zumba 10-11 am
10th  Line Dancing 7-00pm
11th  Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
         Community Circle Club 2-4pm
12th  Zumba 10-11 am
15th  Charity Fun Dog Show
17th  Line Dancing 7-00pm
18th  Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm  
20th  Zumba 10-11 am 
21st  Hound of the Baskervilles 7-30pm
22nd Community Circle Café 10-12
24th  Line Dancing 7-00pm
25th  Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
         Community Circle Club 2-4pm
27th  Zumba 10-11 am

October
 1st    Line Dancing 7-00pm
2nd    Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
4th    Zumba 10-11 am
8th    Line Dancing 7-00pm
9th    Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
         Community Circle Club 2-4pm
11th  Zumba 10-11 am
15th  Line Dancing 7-00pm
16th  Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
17th  V P A Meeting 7-30 pm
18th  Zumba 10-11 am
22nd  Line Dancing 7-00pm
23rd  Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
         Community Circle Club 2-4pm
25th  Zumba 10-11 am
27th  Community Circle Café 10-12
29th  Line Dancing 7-00pm
30th  Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm

November 
1st     Zumba 10-11am
5th     Line Dancing 7-00pm
Cont.

Cotton Village Hall

The hectic three months of the Jubilee 
and Olympics are now a distant memory 
and the hall activities are returning to their 
conventional timetable of events. We start 
with the return of Mark Finbow and “The 
Keeper’s Daughter Theatre Company” and 
their original take on yet another classic The 
Hound of the Baskervilles, presented by the 
Village Hall. Their two productions last year 
brought rave reviews from all who attended 
so do not leave it to late in getting your seat 
as we expect a packed house this night. They 
will also be returning with T’was the Night 
Before Christmas at St Andrews Church.

Chris Tester has volunteered to set the late 
Autumn Quiz, which will renew old rivalries 
between Cotton, Wyverstone and Hunston 
and many other teams as we can squeeze 
in the hall, these nights are not stuffy and 
scholarly but fun and full of banter throughout 
the evening.

Josie Sparkes informs me that the Thursday 
Zumba classes 10 to 11 am have room for 
more people who wish to keep fit only £4-00 
a session all ages and gender welcome.

You will have noticed that the hall has 
developed a large number of cracks due we 
thing to the wooden frame construction 
constantly moving, rather than fill and paint 
over this problem we are investigating a long 
term solution, any builder interested in giving 
us a quote for this work please contact 01449 
781083

Users of the kitchen will be pleased to know 
we have installed a new hot water system.

John Doherty



Zumba
Cotton Village Hall 

each Thursday 10 -11 am

Josie Sparkes invites all age groups “male & female” to join her in a fun 
packed hour that will tone up your body and help keep you fit 

along with assisting weight loss.
£4-00 per session

07786 210506
josie@dancingsparkes.co.uk 

Cotton Quiz
Cotton Village Hall November 16th 

7-30pm

Chris Tester is inviting teams of up to six 
to compete against his cunningly 

devised questions 

November  cont.

6th    Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
         Community Circle Club 2-4pm
8th     Zumba 10-11 am

12th   Line Dancing 7-00pm
13th   Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
15th   POLLING STATION - ALL DAY
16th   Cotton Quiz Night
17th   Nuts & Bolts Charity Night
19th   Line Dancing 7-00pm
20th   Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
          Community Circle Club 2-4pm
21st    V P A Meeting 7-30 am
22nd   Zumba 10-11am
26th   Line Dancing 7-00pm
27th   Cotton Theatre Club 5-6 pm
29th   Zumba 10-11 am 

Dates correct at time of going to print.



Cotton Community Circle Café News

The Community Circle Café at Cotton 
village hall  is open every six weeks so why 
not come along for some breakfast, brunch, 
tea or freshly made coffee. Meet and chat 
with others, catch up on local gossip 
and even  do a bit of shopping from the 
various stalls. We now cook the delicious 
bacon/egg/sausage rolls ourselves which 
means a little more money goes towards 
local causes. Three of our helpers have 
been on a Level 2 Food Safety in Catering 
Course and all passed with flying colours 
with Certificates to prove it, eat with 
confidence!! 

In the football season you can watch 
the local match live and cheer on the 
youngsters. There are swings, a slide and 
climbing frame for the children to play on 
while you enjoy munching your bacon and 
egg roll.

There is a swap table with all kinds of items 
such as books, DVD’s, videos, records, 
jigsaw puzzles and more. 

If you would like a stall to sell your wares 
please contact Julie on 01499781761, its 
free on a first come first served basis so 
don’t delay.

The future dates are 11th August, 22nd 
September, 27th October, 15th December 
(Christmas Café).
Open 10-12 noon. 

On the 27th October Dr Dan Poulter MP 
will be in attendance to meet the locals, 
so please come along.

Visit the web site at:
http://communitycircle.onesuffolk.net/cafe

The Annual General Meeting will be held 
in the village hall on 25th September 
2012 starting at 2-00pm, all welcome and 
further helpers are always needed. 

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Cotton Jubilee 
Party 2012 will be held in Cotton Village Hall on 26th 
September 2012 at 7.30pm when we intend to wind up 
this committee and its 
accounts, and when we will consider the distribution 
of any remaining funds to Cotton organisations and 
charities. 
Residents of Cotton are invited to attend.



Cotton & District
  Village Produce Association
     The Club where gardening is fun
 
 Autumn Programme
  

 Sept1st The annual show 3.00 pm in the village hall
    Admission 50p  Children free
 Oct 17th 7.30 pm Speaker Mr Rod Leeds “Bulbs for all the year”  
 Nov 21st A.G.M. 
 Dec 5th Dinner. 
 All these meeetings are held in the Village Hall
 New members are always welcome at our meetings
 or contact Joyce on 781529
 

Bacton & Cotton Local History Society
  Tuesday, 18th September 

 Crime and Protest in rural Suffolk
 by David Ladbrook
 
 Tuesday, 16th October
 The beginning of the Soil Association in Haughley Green
 and the life of the founder Lady Eve Balfour
 by Erin Gill
 
 Tuesday, 20th November
 SODS - the story of the Stowmarket Operatic and Dramatic Society
 now celebrating its 90th anniversary, by David Lilley
 followed by seasonal mince pies, tea and coffee !
 
 All meetings start at 7.30 pm in Bacton village hall.
 Members £ 2  Non-members £ 3



Neighbourhood Watch Report

 Well it seems that burglaries are the flavour of the month at the moment,not 
I may add in Cotton, although it could be if we give the villains half a 
chance.  Many burglaries are being committed on outbuildings, garages 
and sheds, some being locked, and others left unsecured. Four fairly recent 
burglaries, believed to be linked occurred in Badwell Ash and Walsham-
le Willows, lawn mowers and wood chippers being stolen. So make some 
effort to protect your property, lock and bolt your outbuildings when 
you are not using them especially it you keep garden machinery or other 
valuable items inside. No real insurance that they won’t be stolen, but it 
makes it more difficult for the thief. Alarms are also available from a variety 
of suppliers and lighting which activates on movement is also worth fitting. 
Garage doors left open are an invite for the opportunist thief to spot what 
is worth stealing, so close and lock them when you are not using them, 
even for a short period.

 Another crime recently reported to police is the theft of garden ornaments 
two offences committed locally at Old Newton and Mendlesham, one item 
was a heron, the other was large plant pots. So make some effort to secure 
your ornaments if on display, cement them in if possible or chain them 
down. 

 What about a Suffolk SAFEKey. It’s a branded key fob meaning there is 90% 
likelihood that your keys will be recovered when attached to the key fob. 
Each fob carries an ID number unique to you, cover for keys lost anywhere 
in the EU. Finder of your keys gets a £10 reward courtesy of Suffolk SAFEKey. 
It will cost you £12 per year and there are more benefits. If interested then 
phone the Suffolk SAFEKey hotline on 08444 121 802, office hours.

 Lets keep Cotton crime free, with your help we can.

              Tony Craighill. Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. 781917.

 Don’t’forget to dial 101 for non-urgent matters, or of course 999 for 
urgent police matters.



Carters Meadow is The Place To Bee
This year has seen some very different features in the flora at the Meadow, 
largely on account of the very damp conditions in the Spring. Several new 
species of plants were recorded, whilst some that were recorded last year 
have not made an appearance this year. All habitats change from one year to 
the next and the general trend is an increase in diversity, and also suggests 
the hard work of the volunteers each year in raking off all the hay is paying 
off. The most exciting new arrival is our first ever Bee Orchid in the very 
year we have our first Bee Hives. 

Work Parties 2012
    Sunday September 2nd

    Sunday October 7th

    Sunday November 4th

All work parties start at 
10 am till 1pm

All Welcome

01449 782134

A table listing many of the species found at 
themeadow is available at: 
           www.cotton.onesuffolk.net 
and new sightings can also be recorded. 
This is a work in progress and to date we 
have 48 species listed in approximate order 
of when they flower. Pictures of some of 
these flowers are displayed on posters in our 
“Olympic Visitors Centre”.  
A big thank you to all those who have worked 
so hard over the years to make this possible.


