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Cotton Parish Council

At the meeting of Cotton Parish Council, held on the 22nd 
January Councillor Williams confirmed that he would 
commence work on the base for the Jubilee Plaque as soon 
as possible once the weather improves. Councillor Gibbs 
reported that he’d had discussions with Mid Suffolk District 
Council over the format of Cotton’s Emergency Plan; an 
agreement was reached over the format and Councillor Gibbs 
will now proceed with compiling the plan. The Chairman of 
the Village Hall Committee, John Doherty, reported to the 
Council that a quote to repair the damage, caused during 
the break-in at the village hall, has been accepted and 
funding for the cost in excess of the insurance payout is in 
place. Councillor Couldridge said that the Council would 
consider a request to help with the cost of a deep clean of 
the hall if necessary. 
The planning application to build a two storey side extension 
and a detached two bay cart lodge at Long Meadow, Broad 
Road was supported. The application to build a single storey 
rear extension at Grandview, Station Road has been granted 
by M.S.D.C.    
County & District Councillor Stringer’s reports can be viewed 
on the village web-site.
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 
20th March at 7.30pm in the village hall

It has been bought to the attention of the Parish Council 
that the disused bus shelter in Cock Road could be used for 
a purpose that will benefit the whole village and if necessary 
still be used as a bus shelter at some stage. If you have an 
idea as to what the shelter could be used for please let a 
Parish Councillor or the Parish Clerk know.

Remember to check the village web-site on a regular basis 
as it contains plenty of useful information

www.cotton.onesuffolk.net

Colin Hall
Clerk to Cotton Parish Council

Welcome to the Spring issue of the Cotton Quarterly Newsletter.



Your Parish Councillors are:
Chair Mrs Valerie Couldridge                   01449 781047
Vice chair Mrs Sarah Wenban    01449 781095

Councillors
Mrs Beryl Ellis                01449 780007
Mr Peter Gibbs    01449 781308
Mrs Beryl Halliday        01449 781682 
Mr Christopher Tester    01449 782134
Mr David Williams        01449 781645
Parish Clerk Colin Hall                  01449 781400

Mid Suffolk District /Suffolk County Councillor
Andrew Stringer                   01449 780339

Parish email address:                                 cottonparish@talktalk.net

Parish web-site:                                  www.cotton.onesuffolk.net
Keith Flynn (web-site manager)                   cotton.parish@gmail.com

N.B. Copy deadline for Cotton Quarterly Summer issue 26 April

Cotton Parish website!
www.cotton.onesuffolk.net

Village News, Events, Photos, Newsletters & more
If there is something you would like to see on the website

please contact us
email: cotton.parish@gmail.com



What’s on
March
1st    Private Party
2nd   Café
3rd    Ramblers 
4th     Line dancing
5th    Zumba
11th  Line dancing
12th  Circle Club
         Zumba
16th PCC Jumble sale
         Dance 7.30pm
18th  Line dancing
19th Zumba
25th  Line dancing
26th Circle Club
         Zumba
April
1st    Line dancing
2nd   Zumba
8th    Line dancing
9th    Circle Club
         Zumba
15th  Line dancing
16th  Zumba17th VPA
20th Café
22nd Line dancing
23rd Circle Club
         Zumba
         Theatre Club
24th  Village Hall AGM
29th  Line dancing
30th  Zumba
May
2nd    Voting
3rd    Caravan Club
4th    Caravan Club
5th    Caravan Club
6th    Caravan Club
7th    Zumba
13th Line dancing
14th Circle Club
         Zumba
20th  Line dancing
21st  Zumba
27th  Line dancing
28th  Circle Club
         Zumba

Cotton Village Hall
It is most difficult to present a detailed calendar 
of “what’s on” as we cover a three months period 
and many bookings have not been considered 
or finalised as we go to print. But in the pipeline 
we have the possibility of a return to the hall of 
“Personal Defence” classes and “Dog Training” as 
well as our Rock & Roll Dance in March. Zumba 
has returned after its evacuation to Bacton V/H 
while the damage was repaired but has moved 
to Tuesday mornings 10am.

Regarding the damage, our insurers have paid 
us for the damage and three new windows and 
MDSC have agreed to fund the replacement of 
the remaining seven windows so by now the 
Village Hall should have had the new windows 
installed throughout and the hall cleaned and 
possibly painted.

It was a traumatic few months, as well as 
in some respect hindering our Christmas 
celebration, although the village ploughed on 
with all it had organised, the VPA Dinner went 
ahead even with no windows in, a child’s party 
had to move to Bacton for safety reasons, and 
the heating had to be left on to dry out the floor 
and walls.

The village is indebted to Windows Etc who 
managed the work at short notice and at a 
most agreeable price, Cotton Parish Council, The 
Community Club/Café Committee, The Cotton 
Village Hall Committee, Christine and St John 
Marston for the supply of new mugs and Bert 
Bertoloni “who has directed me through the 
quagmire of paper work”, for their cooperation 
and willingness to support the Village Hall in it’s 
time of need. Many thanks to all who sponsored 
me on my attempt at Zumba (amount raised 
not known at this point in time) and all who 
contributed in any other way shape or form 
Thank you all so much    

John Doherty





Friends of Cotton Church
Reg Charity 1053483

The next fund raising event will be the 
Art Show in the Church. There will be 
more detail about that in the future, 
but at the moment it looks like it will 
be in July and may clash with a show 
in Old Newton, however they are both 
showing over at least a couple of days 
so there is plenty of time to go to them 
both. Don’t forget though, if you’re 
buying, buy from us.

We are contributing to an information 
exchange in the form of a diary of 
events with all the other churches in 
the benefice, it will help us to know 
what is going on locally, and, hopefully 
support each other more, but also to 
avoid clashes such as this happening in 
the future.

For those of you who like to plan ahead 
we have already pencilled in a concert 
in the church at Christmas. Things may 
change, but at the moment we have a 
date of 14th December for that, so put 
the date in your diary. 

We enjoyed a fun and quirky 
performance by the ‘Keeper’s Daughter’ 
on the 18th December, but a return to 
a singing event that we can join in, will 
give an added benefit of keeping us 
warm.

Many of you may have noticed that the 
restoration of the Bell Tower gates is 
complete, and they do look smart and 
imposing, so if you haven’t seen them, 
go and have a look. If you do you will 
also notice that the boundary gates 
have also been repaired and replaced 
and they too look very smart, having 

the added virtue that they now work. 
They do, however leave the rest of the 
fence crying out for a coat of paint, so 
if there are any volunteers, please get 
in touch!

Future restoration plans await the 
diocesan five yearly report, known as 
the quinquennial report, due in a few 
weeks time, so more news on that 
later.

Happy New Year

Geoff Toole 
Chairman F.C.C.



Parochial Church Council
St Andrew’s Church Cotton

This time last year I wrote concerning the 
English Heritage project, that all the bills 
would be paid - well at least that much is 
now true and the total cost was certified 
at £169,585 incl. VAT). Hopefully much VAT 
remains to be refunded; meanwhile The 
Friends of Cotton Church, who are of course 
a wholly independent charity, continue to 
support our cash-flow, until all finances are 
finally resolved, for which facility we are most 
grateful. English Heritage has now “signed-
off” the scheme, but requires the PCC to 
adhere to a number of maintenance and 
access arrangements for a further ten years. 
The restoration of the belfry and iron gates is 
also complete, which is a great improvement 
and which only awaits completion of netting 
off the belfry to prevent bird infestation, and 
installation of bat boxes to finalise yet another 
scheme undertaken by The Friends.

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS for 
the election of churchwardens to hold office 
for 2013/2014 will be held in the church on 
Tuesday 26th March at 2pm All are welcome 
to attend, but nominations must be submitted 
to the Rector prior to the meeting (if unsure 
of the procedure please speak to either the 
Rector Revd Liz Varley (781108) or the acting 
secretary (780272). A following meeting will 
then receive reports and appoint members 
of the PCC – for which additional nominations 
are earnestly sought! Formal notice of these 
meetings will be posted on the church notice 
boards shortly.

There will be a Jumble Sale in the Village Hall 
for church funds on Saturday 16th March 
between 2pm and 4pm (goods for sale to the 
hall between 10.00 and 12 noon please, but no 
electricals).

Parish Share – this is the sum the PCC has to 
pay each year to the Diocese for our clergy, 
has increased again, albeit only slightly to 
£7,502; this sum is paid from our General 
Fund which includes service collections, gift 
day contributions and general fundraising. 
The greater that can be Gift-Aided, the better 

for our finances. Planned giving (ie a regular 
sum which is known in advance), also assists 
our Treasurer to plan our budget. There 
are interesting comparisons between the 
habits of congregations in similar parishes 
in the locality – the diocese does share 
some secrets with us!

Church dates for your diary as we approach 
Easter (VERY early this year):-

February 24th - 10.30am United Service 
with Cotton Methodist Church at the 
Chapel (NO service at St Andrew’s) 

March 10th – Mothering Sunday – Family 
Service at 11.00am

March 24th – Palm Sunday – Holy 
Communion at 11.00am (N.B. clocks forward 
last night!)

March 28th – Maundy Thursday – Holy 
Communion at 7.00pm followed by 
Gethsemane Vigil

March 31st – Easter Day – Holy Communion 
at 11.00am

Before I sign off, may I just thank everyone 
for support over the Advent and Christmas 
season, including all who contributed to 
our lovely Crib Festival, which was enjoyed 
by so many, if not a fund-raiser as such!

Mervyn Walker
Churchwarden & acting PCC Secretary



Bacton & Cotton Local History Society
Tuesday, 19th March
We welcome back Tony Redman to talk to us about
“Fake Fronts to Suffolk Houses” of which there are
a surprising number ! Was your house built in one
period and had a frontage put on later?
 
Tuesday, 16th April
Having been snowed off in January Sarah Doig is coming 
to talk to us about “Victorian School Houses in Suffolk”. Did 
you go to a village school? She’d love to hear your story.
 
Tuesday, 21st May
“Suffolk Ghosts and Hauntings” is the  exciting subject
of Robert Halliday’s talk for us. Have you lived in or visited
a haunted house ? Some of us have!
 
All meetings 7.30 pm, Bacton Village Hall
Members £2  Non-members £3

Cotton Residents
We can arrange for any Cotton residents without transport who would 
like to attend our meetings to be taken by car.
Please contact Peter Wenban on 01449 781095

   Programme Secretary sought
We are urgently looking for someone to be our Programme Secretary
and to work with me early in 2013 on the programme for 2013/2014.
Good speakers get booked up very early hence the need to start early 
on planning a new programme. It’s an interesting job and without a 
programme there can be no Society!
If you are interested please contact me :-
Peter Wenban, Chairman 
Tel:01449 781095 e-mail: peterwenban@hotmail.com

BACTON COTTON & WYVERSTONE
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

TELPHONE 07980 948641
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM

RING IF YOU NEED HELP WITH:
TRANSPORT, COLLECTIONS, MINOR REPAIRS, PETS

ONE OFF GARDEN TIDY
LETTER WRITING & FORM FILLING

BEFRIENDING, LIFTS                                                                                                                                            
                                                        

ALL VOLUNTEERS HAVE BEEN CRB CHECKED
AND COVERED BY PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE



Cotton & District
Village Produce Association

     The Club where gardening is fun
 
 Spring Programme
 20th March. Blooms of Bressingham’s Perennials. Mr. Paul Gudderham
 17th April. Cycling in France 
 15th May. Visit to Carter’s Meadow with a guide and visit to the garden of 
    Hayes Farm

 Advance notification of our summer outing to Beth Chatto’s Garden on 17th July. 
 And annual show in the village hall on 7th September.

 New members are always very welcome, give us a try for fun and informative 
 evenings, the third Wednesdays of the month excepting January, August and   
 September.
   Contact: Joyce on 781529
 

Community Circle Club and Café dates for February - May 2013

Tuesday 12 February 2pm – 4pm    Community Circle Club
Tuesday 26 February 2pm – 4pm    Community Circle Club

Saturday 2 March 10am – 12noon Community Circle Café
(Please note change of date from 9 March to 2 March)  

Tuesday 12 March  2pm – 4pm    Community Circle Club
Tuesday 26 March  2pm – 4pm    Community Circle Club
Tuesday 9 April  2pm – 4pm    Community Circle Club

Saturday 20 April  10am – 12noon Community Circle Café  

Tuesday 23 April 2pm – 4pm  Community Circle Club
Tuesday 14 May 2pm – 4pm  Community Circle Club
Tuesday 28 May  2pm – 4pm  Community Circle Club

N.B. The Community Circle Club and Cafe will be held in Cotton Village Hall



Neighbourhood Watch Report

As we are all aware, the village hall was vandalised over the dates of 14 to 15 December 
2012. Windows were smashed and entry was gained and further damage and theft 
occurred inside. Local police are looking into the crime but as yet little progress. The officer 
dealing with the case is PC 591 Hopkins and the crime number is ST 3758. If anyone has 
any information that may assist police with their investigation then please speak to the 
officer. Just ring 101, and ask to speak to the officer. Many rumours as to the perpetrators 
of the crime abound, but the police require evidence in order to get the offender to court. 
So again, if you have any information about this crime call 101, then ask the operator to 
speak to the officer as above.

Other reported crime in our area was a burglary at Cow Green Bacton, two thefts from 
a motor vehicle at Mendlesham and Mendlesham Green and criminal damage at Old 
Newton.
So the villains are about, please take care and lock your vehicle even if you are leaving 
it parked for a short while. And don’t leave property on view inside the vehicle. Home 
security is vital, a house in total darkness is a sure sign that no-one is in, so you must leave 
a light on a timer to give the impression that someone is at home. You can always leave 
a radio on a timer to further increase the impression. Burglars look for opportunities, and 
they don’t want confrontation, so please take some steps to protect your assets. 

There have been a few thefts of catalytic converters in the Mid Suffolk Area. Police in 
Needham Market are appealing for information after five catalytic converters were stolen 
from pickup vehicles. I don’t know, but perhaps access is easier on a pickup. General advice 
is to keep your vehicle in a secure garage wherever possible. Commercial vehicles should 
be kept in a secure   building or compound supported by alarms, lighting and CCTV.

Police in Suffolk are warning residents against distraction burglaries following a spate of 
incidents across the county. The obvious trick is for the villain to claim they want to read the 
meter, another is they want to leave a note that they have taken rubbish from a next door 
property, and the latest  that they asked the resident to take in a parcel for a neighbour. 
Distraction is the name of the game. Whilst distracted, an opportunity occurs for the villain 
to enter the property and steal whatever they can find. So advice is to lock all doors even at 
when at home. Stop before you answer the door, are you expecting anyone. Look through 
the spyhole to see who it is. Keep the door on a chain first while talking . Check details and 
ask for identity before letting them in.

Don’t forget, ring 101 if you want to contact the Safer Neighbour Team if you want advice 
or give non urgent information. Ring 999 if you see a crime or suspect a crime being 
committed.
Lets keep Cotton crime free.

Tony Craighill. 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. 781917.



Reg. Charity 1080734

Only the hardiest, or those with no feelings at all have been able to brave the arctic 
conditions experienced over the last few weeks. But Spring is just round the corner 
- snowdrops are out and primroses will soon follow; so get your coats and boots on 
and come and enjoy the flowers as they emerge from winter.

Spring 
Work Parties

10am - 1.00pm

Sunday 3rd March

Sunday 7th April

Sunday 5th May

All welcome!

For more information 
01449 782134




