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Dog Walkers 
Now the weather is starting to improve and people will be enjoy-

ing the countryside more, please remember to pick up your dog’s 

poo and dispose of it in a red dog poo bin or take it 

home to put in your black bin. Please do not leave it 

for others to tread in, or chuck your bag in the hedge 

as the bags are not bio-degradable. let’s all enjoy the 

Cotton together. 

Working mums, we do 20 jobs all at the same time…….for free? 

Let us introduce ourselves. We are both wives, mothers and in our 30’s, one of us a little 

later into it than the other, but retrospectively same age. We enjoy the finer things in life; 

dirty laundry, mucking out stables, houses that are half started/half finished, resulting in 

a large vino at the end of the day. Our lives are full!!!!!!! 

Why would we take on even more? Who doesn't need an extra challenge (glancing over 

at the clock….1:30, that’s pm right? No it can’t be!!!!!!) 

We are 24/7 girls, be it at work, our jobs that is, one of us working as an administrator at 

a well known Cyder factory, the other running their own salon, or being a wife, or being 

a mum. 

We look forward to the abundance of stories from you our fellow “Cottoners”. Let us 

pump up the press with funny and entertaining experiences of life in Cotton. 

We thank Jeannie and Tony Hutchison for handing over the reins and congratulate them 

for their long term service to Cotton. 

Kirsty and Danielle cotton.quarterly@outlook.com 

Cotton Oil Buyers 

Next cut-off dates 22nd June , 5th October and 7th December. 

Telephone 01449 781127 or 07845068679 

E mail: peter_mead@sky.com. 

Last price paid was 27 pence per litre 

Please see website, Cotton Oil Buyers. 



Cotton Parish Council 
Welcome to the Summer 2016 issue of the Cotton Quarterly New  

It has been agreed with Bacton Parish Council that the two Councils will consult with each other 

before responding to further planning matters on the Broad Road development. 

 

Ideas for improving the appearance of the Cock Road bus shelter have been formulated but it 

has been decided not to take any action until the problem of vandalism has been resolved. The 

seat in the shelter was broken by force and some slight damage done to the brickwork by a 25lb 

weight. The seat has now been repaired and the Police are now aware of the problem and are making extra passes 

by the shelter.  

 

Over the wet winter months it became obvious that horse riders are using footpaths causing damage to the paths 

and making it dangerous for walkers to use them. Temporary signs were erected but unfortunately theses were 

torn down and when replaced torn down again. Permanent metal signs are to be erected by Suffolk County Coun-

cil in the near future 

 

It is hoped that the vandals who damaged the bus shelter and those who tore down the signs now realise that the 

village facilities are for the use of all residents and visitors, not just a selfish minority. 

 

On a positive note the litter pick held on the 19th March was well supported and less litter was discovered around 

the village. A lot of this was caused by high winds on re-cycling collection day blowing bins over. 

 

An informal Parish Meeting was held on 21st April. It was well attended by representatives from most village 

organisations. Unfortunately not many members of the general public attended. It was probably due to the last 

minute arranging of the meeting and limited publicity. As it was an informal meeting no minutes were taken, but 

serval points were raised; i.e. speeding through the village, and the siting of the 30mph sign near the junction of 

Broad Road and Parkers Road. Also the condition of the roadsides due to lorries mounting the verges. Ideas on 

how organisations could work together on village events was discussed. It was decided that a similar meeting 

will be held next year and the date published well in advanced, and better publicity. 

 

The annual meeting will be held Thursday 19th May 2016 followed by the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

Draft minutes of Parish Council meetings can be viewed on the village web-site and are now being displayed on 

the village hall notice board. 

Village web-site  www.cotton.onesuffolk.net 

          Facebook   Cotton Parish Grapevine 

Hall 
to  

 are:- 

Chairman          Mr. Peter Gibbs                                   01449 email:-  

Chairman  Mrs. Sarah Wenban                            01449 

 

Councillor          Mrs. Ellis                                          01449 email:-  

Councillor          Mr. Williams                                   01449 email: 

 

Councilor           Mr. Tester                                        01449 email:-  

http://www.cotton.onesuffolk.net/


Councillor          Mrs. Cocksedge                            01449 email: 

 

Councillor          Mr.                                        01449 email:-  

Mid Suffolk Councillor / Suffolk y  

Mr Andrew Stringer                                          01449  email:- 

/

Parish Clerk     Mr Colin Hall                                      01449 email:- 

 

The Cotton War Memorial 

 A project was conceived some months ago to restore the Memorial in St Andrew’s Churchyard to 

an upright position and smarten it up. This was part of a remembrance 

of the fact that a hundred years has passed since the First World War. 

The other parts of the project are the publication of more details about 

the lives of those young men who were killed, and to complete that we 

will be calling on those local people with any knowledge of the men 

named to share that knowledge with us. The final part will be a 

permanent display of the published document in the Church and in 

digital format. Before any of the work could be started we needed 

project funds, and an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund, 1st  

World War, Then and now, was made. The application to HLF needed 

to contain ecclesiastical permission to work on the memorial, and a 

petition was made to the Diocese to ask for that. We have completed 

all of the preliminary documentation and the only outstanding item is 

a report from the independent structural engineer, who has inspected 

the site. 
I am hoping that our petition to the Diocese will be placed on the agenda for their next monthly 

meeting which is on 14th April, and we will get a positive response. 

 

Bacton   History 

 

  

Tuesday 21st June 

7.30 pm Bacton village hall 

"Myths and superstitions in buildings" We welcome back Tony Redman, one of the first con-

servation accredited chartered surveyors in the country. His illustrated talk examines 

markings that prevent or are intended to prevent evil in buildings (apotropaic markings) 

and linking these to the history of religious observance and superstition. 

Members £2  Non-members £3 

  

We do not meet during the holiday months of July and August. Our first meeting of the 

new season will be on Tuesday, 20th September, 7.30 pm at Bacton village hall. Look out 

for details of this new season's programme. 



Cotton Village Hall 
Only a small update from the village hall this edition. 

The following regularly bookings will still being going ahead on their usual days and times; 

Café 

Circle Club 

Zumba 

African Drums/Dance 

Dog Training 

 

Important Dates 

Between Friday 6th May– Sunday 15th May The hall will be closed for  essential maintenance work 

(ladies toilets). 

Saturday 28th May There will be a Rock and Roll evening featur ing the band Nuts and Bolts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Rock & Roll 

Dance 

Cotton Village Hall 

  

7-30 28th May 2016 

  

Sing and Dance to 

Nuts & Bolts 

Tickets £7-50 from Collins of Cotton (Finbows yard) 

Raffle 

Bring your own Drinks and snacks 
 

  

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cotton Community Tuesday   

  
We are a social group and we meet at Cotton  on the and fourth 

 of most months from 2pm until  

No meetings during August and  

 So why not come along?  choose – board   

table plus a collection of books and to 

There is always conversation! 

Coffee or tea, biscuits (and sometimes  

are   not to like? your  

 
  

 this for only £1.00 per  
  
 For more ring:  01449  

Cotton Community Circle Café and Club  
  Cotton  Hall, Blacksmith Road,  

 

 

(July and August Summer Break) 

Tuesday 13th September 2pm-4pm Community Circle 

Saturday 17th September 10am-12noon Community Café 

Tuesday 27th September 2pm 4pm Community Circle 

Tuesday 11th October 2pm 4pm Community Circle  

Tuesday 25th 2pm-4pm Community Circle 

Saturday 29th October 10am 12noon Community Circle Café 

(Halloween) 

Cotton Community Circle  

Volunteer Help 
 
 Most of you know about the Community Café which happens at Cotton Village approximately 
every 6 weeks on Saturday mornings. We are fortunate that we have band of volunteers who 
spend the morning helping in the kitchen, washing up, food, taking money and clearing up 
afterwards. Believe it or not, our volunteers great fun. As our Irish friends might say, “It’s 
good  
  
Now that the Café has really established itself in people’s calendars, we could do with few 

more volunteers to join the group.  Do you fancy joining us? Even if you have previous experi-

ence of this sort of thing, don’t let that put you off. We can  show you what needs to be 

done and the whole atmosphere is one of mutual laced with some good old banter – and 

free tea or coffee  
  
So, please think about this and have a word with John, Ann or Christine on the num-

bers given below if you are  
  
Looking forward to hearing from  

  
John Doherty, Ann Doherty:  01449  

Christine Bertoloni:  01449  



Friends of Cotton Church 
  

Thank you to everyone who turned up to the recent village organisations get together, special 

thanks goes to Peter Gibbs for organising it. A number of issues were aired at this meeting in-

cluding the possible future of our village organisations including the Friends of Cotton Church 

  

This year FCC Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 16th June 2016 

at 7.30pm at Cotton Village Hall, as ever all will be welcome. 

  

  

This year’s meeting will help shape the future of the FCC and be pivotal in the direction 

our charity will take. If you would like to get involved or just curious do come along and 

be a part of our charities future. 

This year we have started to prioritise what works we need to fund to make sure St 

Andrews can continue to inspire future generations, if you wish to become part of our 

discussions please give me a call. 

  

Andrew Stringer  

Chairman FCC  01449 780339 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St Andrews Church Porch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 St Andrews Church from the east      St Andrews Church from the south 



Parochial Church Council 
St Andrews Church Cotton 

 

On 4th May we shall celebrate the formal Licensing of our new Priest-in-charge of the five parishes of the  
Bacton benefice (plus the chapel at Gipping). It has been a long wait, but we very much look forward to work-
ing with Revd. Val White (and her husband Revd. David who will be an assistant Curate). They are local peo-
ple coming to us from Trimley and Felixstowe. The Bishop will preside at the ceremony which is likely to be 
over by the time most of you read this, but nevertheless significant for our community. Whether you join our 
worship or not, the Incumbent has the responsibility of the care of everyone in the parish, but will need all our 
help 9and information) to achieve this effectively. In Cotton we shall endeavor to do our best! 

Our church building works are progressing, but there will be a little more to see as we are mostly concerned 
with improving the drainage, although we are now confident that we will have sufficient funds available to 
achieve the proposed scheme. Also we hope that there may be some remaining funds available to at least com-
mence the replacement of the seriously damaged plasterwork. As I write we are awaiting further report on the 
condition of the bell-frame following some expertly observed test-ringing a few days ago; the early indications 
are encouraging I am pleased to say. 

Our car boot sale will take place at the village hall Sunday 3rd July both on the field and in the hall itself, so we 
can offer a range of selling opportunities as well as catering facilities. Much more publicity will follow! 

As Spring is upon us, it is obvious that the condition of the churchyard is showing the rewards of many months 
of considered work and care by Quentin Bretherton and volunteers. Our regular “last-Saturday-in-the-month” 
working parties are now back in action from about 930am for a couple of hours and are a useful way of keeping 
on top of things; please turn up when you feel able and bring a pair of loppers and a rake or something! We are 
also hoping to have further expert tree work to ensure our very large trees are kept safe as they have been 
throughout this very windy winter. 

On a more somber note it is becoming clear that the scope for future burials in the churchyard is limited and a 
new policy will have to be considered by the PCC regarding the use of the site (this will not affect existing re-
served faculties granted). Given current trends it is surprising however that the dedicated cremated remains site 
has been less used than perhaps envisaged when it was set up ten years ago. 

We all look forward to a good summer in the heart of Suffolk countryside-no reason not to hope! 

Mervyn Walker 
One the Churchwardens 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Remember the people of Cotton whose lie here” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Remember the people of Cotton whose lie here”       “St Andrews Church bell tower 



 

WATCH THIS SPACE 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Car Boot and table top sale 

  

Sunday 3rd July 

  

Cotton Village Hall and Playing Field 

  
Organised by the Parochial Church Council, raising funds for 

St Andrews Church, Cotton. 
  

Please keep an eye on notice boards for more information and 

booking details 

  

 District Village Produce  

in Cotton  Hall 7.30 with a and biscuit  
  

15
th

 June 
Evening visit to Furze House, Rushall, guided tour of the garden. 

  
20th July 

Summer outing to Bure Valley Railway, also visiting Wroxham Barns &\three Willows 
Garden centre. 

  

3rd September 
ANNUAL SHOW 

  
19th October 7.30pm 

Cotton Village Hall, Mickfield Hostas, talk by Melanie Collins 
  

16th November  7.30 
Cotton Village Hall AGM with photo quiz 

  
7th December 
Annual Dinner 

  

 

 

 
No charge for meetings in the Village hall. 

  



Neighbourhood Watch Report 
With the clocks going forward and the weather improving, remember to put gardening equipment, mowers, pres-

sure washers, bikes and anything else that could be tempting for the opportunist thief, away to somewhere se-

cure. In the past we have had vehicles stolen from owners’ drives, even if the vehicle was just left for a few 

minutes. So lock it up and put those other items securely away. Let us beat the vehicle thief. 

Due to a major re-organisation of police resources in Suffolk, I have been unable to get local crime statistics. 

The new local Policing review came in on 4th April, so I am  hoping to get these figures in my next report. The 

review means lots of changes, and an effort to save money I suppose. However, police are always available for 

an urgent response, so if you see a crime being committed, then do not hesitate and call 999. if the matter is non-

urgent, then dial 101. 

A lot of calls to the police from the public are nothing to do with crime. It is just that some people do not know 

who to call, so they call the police. This type of call uses resources that could be elsewhere. If you are not sure 

who to call about a non-crime matter, use the Suffolk Directory to find out who deals with the matter. 

 

Just a few reminders 

Windows 

Always lock your windows when you leave your house. 

Remove keys and put them in a safe place. Not behind the door. 

Doors 

Keep your front and back doors locked when you are at home. Consider a door chain and a spy hole. You can 

then see who is at the door and speak without opening the door. 

Fit 5 lever mortice locks on all external doors. 

Check your cylinder locks on patio/plastic doors and ensure they are snap and bump resistant. A local locksmith 

can advise. 

Keys 

Never leave a spare key in a common hiding place such as under a doormat. Burglars know all the usual hiding 

places. 

Never leave your house or car keys in or near a door or window. 

Always secure your garage and shed with quality locks. Do not leave the outbuilding open for all to see. 

Vehicles 

Always lock your vehicle, whether on your drive or anywhere that you leave it. Never leave articles on display. 

Sat-nav’s, cameras, audio equipment, handbags. Remove or lock them in the boot, especially in remote areas. All 

these items have been previously stolen from insecure and secure vehicles. All this stuff is common sense really, 

but if often seems not so common. 

 

Do not forget, ring 101 if you see anything suspicious or anybody acting in an odd way i.e. looking at houses ot 

driving around village slowly. If you see what could be a crime being committed, the ring 999. 

 

Lets keep Cotton Crime free zone. We can with your help. 

 

Tony Craighill 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 01449 781917 

 

 



Neighbourhood Watch Continued 

 21.04.16 - Op Warrington-safety advice attachment  

LOCK  

Always keep your house secure, even when you are at home.  

Keep doors locked and windows shut, especially if you are not in the room.  

Make sure your back garden is secure too by keeping the back gate locked.  

 

STOP  

If someone knocks at the door, stop and think if you are expecting a visitor. If not, do not feel under 

any obligation to answer the door, even if the caller has seen you.  

 

CHAIN  

Always put the chain on the door before you answer it, even if you are expecting a caller. It gives you 

more control over the conversation and also makes it much harder for someone to force their way in. It is 

fine to say something like ‘Thank you for letting me know. I will contact my builder right away’ and then 

shut and lock the door.  

 

CHECK  

Always ask for a photo identification card and take your time to check it, even if you are expecting the 

caller.  

Make sure the photograph looks like the person at the door.  

Take your time to call the company using a phone number you already have. A genuine caller won’t 

mind waiting.  

You can always ask them to come back at an arranged time when you can have a friend or relative 

with you.  

Never buy or sell anything at your door.  

 

NOT SURE? DON’T OPEN THE DOOR!  

Remember, if you are not sure about the caller, do not open the door and do call police on 101 (or 999 

in an emergency) if you are concerned for your safety.  

If you think the caller is suspicious and may target someone else vulnerable in the neighbourhood, 

please call police immediately on 999 and give as much detail as you can about the person, the clothing 

they were wearing, details of any vehicle etc.  

 




