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Photograph contributors Andrew Mutimer (female pheasant), Chris Barlow (Barn Owl), Peter
Gibbs (male pheasant) and Kirsty Pollintine (cut field)

Note from the editor
So much has happened in the last few months in Cotton and this edition is packed
with all the going on, some I have been lucky to be part of some of the things going
on an plan to continue being part of things when I can.
Sadly Danielle has had to give up editing the Quarterly with me due to business and
family commitments. I would like to thank her for getting me into editing the quarterly
and being my co-editor for the first year.
Kirsty Pollintine

Guess Who?
Dates for the Bingo are;
Friday 29th September,
Friday 27thOctober,
Friday 24th November

Can anyone recognise this villager in
his younger years?
All will be revealed further in the
magazine

At Cotton Village Hall. Eyes down
for 7pm. All welcome

Quiz Night
Dates for the next quiz
nights are Friday 15th
September and Friday 8th
December
7:30pm start

Cut off date for Winter (December, January and February) edition of Cotton Quarterly
is Friday 20th October 2017. All contributions to be sent to
cotton.quarterly@outlook.com

Bacton & Cotton Local History Society
7.30 pm Bacton village hall
Members £ 2 Non-members £ 3

September 19th The first railway to Ipswich and beyond
From being a young train-spotter and lifelong fan of steam, Mervyn Russen will
bring us the story of this vital line, of the navvies who built it, the engineers and the
Chairman of the Trust responsible.

October 17th The Tudor Housing revolution
In the 16th century the three hundred years’ old way of building houses with open Hall
design started to change. Glazed windows, flooring not earth, fireplaces and chimney
stacks appeared. John Walker, former chairman of Essex Historical Buildings Group,
will tell us of these changes and their effect.
November 21st Revel, Riot and Rebellion in Bury St. Edmunds 1648-1688
In 1648 Bury residents rioted when puritan oligarchs tried to stop a Morris Dance. This
was a cover for a full scale royalist uprising. In 1688 an anti-Catholic demonstration
turned into an attack on all property owners in the town. Dr John Sutton, a senior lecturer at Anglia Ruskin University, author of the early 1980s Anglia TV series ‘ A War in
the Kingdom’ will describe the whys and wherefores.
(We will end this last meeting of the year with our customary mince pies, tea and coffee to wish
everyone – A Very Happy Christmas and a good New Year !)

Cotton now has a thriving email list enabling the Parish Council Clerk Rod
Caird to keep people up to date on all kinds of things like upcoming events,
meetings, roadworks, newsletters, oil orders, police alerts etc. 53 people are
already signed up and if you would like to be added, just contact Rod on
cottonparish.clerk@gmail.com. Your own email address will not be published
or shared an you can choose to join or leave the list any time. Why not give
it a try?

Parish Council
By law each year in May every Parish Council is bound to have an
Annual Parish Meeting, part of that meeting is to receive a Parish
Council Report. The report for Cotton was presented and minuted at
their May meeting. Several members of the public came along but it is
important that everybody sees what their Parish Council is doing on
their behalf, so shown below is the full report.

Cotton Annual Parish Meeting
Parish Council Report for 2016/17
The Parish Council plans to meet six times a year, as ever planning applications more
regular meetings to ensure matters are dealt with appropriately. Copies of all meeting
minutes are available on the village website.
All parish councillors have been regular attenders at meetings but following the
resignation of Elliott Knight one vacancy was carried for much of the year. Following
local advertising Paul Howlett volunteered to become a councillor and has attended his
first meeting.
Following Colin Hall’s retirement a new Parish Clerk, Rod Caird, has been appointed
and took up his role on 1st April 2017. Rod is an experienced clerk and has settles in
well to the job in Cotton.
Many issues have been dealt with by the Council, the following are worthy of particular
note:
•
The usual audit of potholes has been undertaken twice with the population of
holes seemingly growing faster than they can be filled. The County Council
contractors appear to be using the most economic means possible to deal with
the issue resulting in incomplete and often poor standards of repair-this is a
matter being pursued by Andrew Stringer our recently re-elected County
Councillor.
•
Information flow within the village has improved with the revised Cotton Quarterly
(which now has a coloured picture on the cover) an the increased us of the Cotton
Parish Grapevine Facebook page. Also the Saturday Coffee Mornings get ever
busier. It is hoped these are indications pf parishioners feeling part of an active
community.
•
Dealing with the long-running issue of speeding has taken a step forward with the
purchase of a Vehicle Activated Sign to indicate to motorists their speed. The sign
also records times and speeds of vehicles. Early indications are that high number
of motorists are exceeding the speed limits, some to a staggering degree! The
roads receiving attention in the first instance are Broad Road at both ends of the

•

•

•

village and Mendlesham Road. The sign was purchased with monies provided by
Andrew Stringer from his locality budget. It is hoped a co-ordinated approach to the
speeding issue across all local villages can be achieved in due course using the
data collected by the VAS.
Elliott Knight kindly painted the inside of the bus shelter and a local resident is
cutting the grass outside it, thankfully the earlier misbehaviour by certain individuals
has ceased and further improvements are planned to make the place more
useable.
The Parish Council takes on responsibility for the grass cutting round the Village
Hall and playing field, the previous contractors provided an indifferent service, this
year the contract has been let to a local resident who promises an improved
service.
The council is financially sound raising sufficient income to cover its commitments.

The Parish Council receives few ‘pleas for action’ from residents, nonetheless Council
meetings are informal and anybody attending is encouraged to join in with discussions,
however more public participation would be most welcome.
cottonparish.clerk@gmail.com
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Children’s Fun Day Declared A Huge Success
On June the 4th the Meadow was host to a host of
children’s activities, including pond dipping, a
Gruffalo and flower hunt as well as tractor rides.
The sun shone, and the entire meadow was full of
children and parents discovering the wealth of
wildlife that Carters Meadow now supports. Many
children were visiting for the first time, and all left
having had a grand day to remember

Work Parties
Sunday September 3rd
Sunday October1st
Sunday November 5th
All work parties start at
10.00am until noon

Chairman of Carters Meadow
Quentin Bretherton said
“ The whole event was a huge success the
children and parents all having a great
time, thanks go to all those who helped
with our first children’s fun day, it was a
brilliant showcase of what our Meadow
has to offer, as well as encouraging future
generations to be interested and inspired
by nature & vintage tractors”
June 4th 2017

CARTERS
M E A D O W

Reg. Charity no:

1080734

New Locally Made Oak Gate Installed
Regular visitors to the Meadow will have noticed a couple of new additions, the
first is a stunning new Oak Gate and Posts at the entrance, this “Suffolk “ gate
was made locally by Clarkes of Walsham and was funded by kind donation
from Lorna Jansma a member of the Carter family from which the meadow gets
its name. Thanks for all the hard work from the Volunteer gate swinging team.

New Residents move in to local
Housing Scheme
Last year we reported that we had installed a new
purpose built Owl Box and that we would monitor
the box for any progress, it is with huge pride we
share this picture of not only Barn Owls in residence, but with young owl chicks being raised as
well.
The monitoring is being carried out by Mr Patrick
Barker who is qualified to handle this protected
species. This is yet another milestone for our
meadow and a clear demonstration that our little
wildlife haven is thriving.

Cotton Community Circle Club & Café Dates
At Cotton Village Hall
Tuesday 12th September

2-4pm

Community Circle Club

Saturday 23rd September

10am-12noon

Community Circle Café

Tuesday 26th September

2-4pm

Community Circle Club

Tuesday 10th October

2-4pm

Community Circle Club

Tuesday 24th October

2-4pm

Community Circle Club

Saturday 4th November

10am-12noon

Community Circle Café

Tuesday 14th November

2pm-4pm

Community Circle Club

Tuesday 28th November

2pm-4pm

Community Circle Club

Saturday 16th December

10am-12noon

Community Circle Café

Vehicle Activated Sign
The Speeding sign (VAS or Vehicle Activated Sign being it’s proper name)
has done the rounds in the village at the three points of Station Road,
Broad Road and Mendlesham Road. It has now been re-installed on Broad
Road and will stay there for the next 2 weeks. It has just come off Station
Road where we had the fastest recorded speed in last 4 months…100mph
coming up the hill into Cotton from Finningham.
Could this be the culprit? If you know please send answers on a postcard

Martin Yates

Parochial Church Council
St Andrews Church Cotton
Our new path was completed at the beginning of June in time for the Flower Festival at
the month end; we are grateful for all who contributed, making this significant task
possible. The work has greatly improved both the ease and safety of access which
becomes increasingly important in bad weather.
The Flower Festival itself was successful and enjoyable with over £1,000 raised and
further thanks are due to exhibitors and helpers, and in particular to Christine Marston
for her usual hard work and ambition in putting the whole event together.
The Suffolk Historic Churches’ Annual Ride & Stride event takes place on Saturday 9th
September; we have not been active in our support for some years, other than
manning the church for visiting cyclists; anyone able to change this and raise some
sponsorship by riding please contact Jane DeBeer (781594) until we have a new
organiser recruited!
(Our sincere thanks to Joan Milward who has undertaken this task for all the years I can
recall!)
We have been without the leadership of our Priest-in-Charge Val White for some time
now due to ill health, so we wish her a steady recovery and look forward to having her
amongst us again soon. Meanwhile her husband Revd David White has been
organising things and undertaking many of the services himself; we are grateful for his
help and encouragement.
Our Harvest Service will be held on 24th September at 11 a.m. (there will be no harvest
supper this year); contributions suitable for the Food Bank please.
As we are likely to see the formal end of the FCC charity by the year’s end the PCC
wishes to place on record its sincere appreciation of all the imagination, hard work and
generosity of the trustees and members of this organisation over its twenty year history.
Much has been achieved directly towards its aims of “beautifying and assisting in the
maintenance of the fabric of St Andrew’s and the associated objective “to preserve and
protect it”. In addition it has been the spur for bids for major funding by other main
players in church grants provision, which have enabled the complete re-roofing of the
church and much else to be achieved in the past ten years. The trustees have recently
made a generous final donation to assist with a range of ongoing issues; one relates to
the restoration of bell ringing for which I am starting a Faculty (diocesan planning)
application shortly.
Looking forward to the continuation of a good summer in Cotton (with perhaps a few
showers to relive the monotony of constant warmth?!)

Let's do some autumn churchyard working parties - last Saturday of Sept/Oct/Nov from
9.30" see you there.
Mervyn Walker
one of the Churchwardens

The PCC and CPC
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Cotton Parish Council (CPC) are
two different committees within the village. In recent weeks there has been
some confusion locally about the roles of the Parish Council and the
Parochial Church Council, although their titles are similar their responsibilities
are completely different.
The Parish Council is the most local level of the democratic system, made up
of parishioners who are elected to represent their community and raise local
council tax to pay for the services provided. Beyond the Parish Council is the
District Council, then County Council up to Parliament in Westminster. The
higher the democratic level the more costly and complex the service
provided.
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) in a village such as Cotton is the body
which runs the Church. The Council is constituted under Church Law and is
made up of the Vicar and active members of the congregation. The PCC
raises and spends its own monies completely separate from the Parish
Council."

War Memorial Update
The Parish council are now leading on fund-raising for the War Memorial
project. The Parish Clerk has made what I believe is a pre-application to a
war memorial fund and they are going to advise on whether an application
can be made, hopefully sometime in August. I am the petitioner for the
Faculty, so I am still responsible for compliance with that, and we have about
15 months left before that expires, and I am also the contact point for the
builder, who has given us a quote that we are happy with, and so we are
waiting for some money!
Geoffery Lowndes-Toole

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH
The weekend of the 24/25th June for the Flower Festival dawned bright and
sunny but thankfully not too hot for our many visitors who came to the church.
The church was filled with so many beautiful arrangements and great thought
had gone into their design.
Thank you to everyone who took part this year, including a lot of new
participants too. A great feeling of camaraderie and fun was experienced,
especially once our flowers were all in place and looking amazing. The church
really did look lovely.
Appreciation must go to so many people who helped in differing ways, prior,
during and after the festival. Lots of work goes into this event and without the
willing helpers, arrangers, cake bakers, stall holders, growers and nurturers of
plants, the Flower Festival could not be staged.
There are too many folk to mention individually, but you all know who you are!
A big thank you to everyone from St. Andrew's.
Chris Marston
COTTON V.P.A.
The is no meeting during August, but all our members will be busy getting
ready for the Annual Show on Saturday 2nd September in Cotton Village Hall.
Show Schedules are now ready and available from our Chairman Jane de Beer
(781594) or Chris (781567). You need to be a member, to take part in the
show, but it couldn't be easier just pay £2 yearly subscription and that's it.
We hope to have some new entrants again this year.
It is a very exciting when you see your contributions
alongside others, and if you win a First (or 2nd or 3rd)
so much the better. Give it a go this year. The Show
will be open to the public for viewing from 2.30 until
prize giving at 4.30.
The is a very good raffle and tea and coffee are available.

Cotton Oil Buyers
Saturday October 7th
Saturday December 2nd
Contact 01449 781127 or 07845068679 peter_mead@sky.com
We will now take new members within 3 miles of Cotton so please let
any family or friends know

Neighbourhood Watch
Burglary played a large part in the Safer Neighbourhood Report for
the month of May. Burglary's for June now number 20, that’s for our
area, which I must admit is fairly large. But it beats May’s figures. The
one closet to Cotton was at an address in Finningham in the Wickham Road on 28th
June, between 10am and 3.30pm. French doors were smashed in order to gain entry to
the property and jewellery and cash were stolen. Police were appealing for witnesses
who may have noticed suspicious behaviour in the area around that time. A bit late now
but if you did, call police on 101 quoting reference 44788/17. Or you can use the ‘report
something’ link on the Suffolk webpage, www.suffolk.police.uk. You can of course use
this link to report anything you notice as suspicious to the police.The above crime is a
bit unusual. Broad daylight, smashing glass, someone must have heard noise coming
from the address and a vehicle must have been involved. But apparently no progress
as yet. So if you do have any information that could assist the police then please call
them on 101, or use the report form.
You may have noticed the speed monitoring device in use in the Mendlesham Road
over the last few weeks. Well the device clocked about 450 vehicles each way each
day. On average 53% of vehicles were travelling over 30mph. Maximum speeds
between 57m to 63mph.
Previously vehicles moving along Broad Road were assessed. Many thousand were
noted and speeds were on average much higher. Some in excess of 90mph. Lets hope
on the basis of these figures that something is done to cut the speeding, before a
serious accident occurs.
Lastly doorstop callers offering small household goods for sale at hugely inflated prices
and of dubious quality. Sometimes called ‘Nottingham Knockers’ these callers may
claim to be ex-offenders attempting to mend their ways. However they are not part of
any recognised rehabilitation scheme. So do not deal with them and report to Suffolk
Police on 101.
So lets keep Cotton crime free if we can. Report suspicious behaviour and vehicles
acting in a suspicious manner, for example, a strange vehicle being driven slowly round
the village.
Don’t be a victim yourself.

Tony Craighill. Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. 781917.

George Stringer
The answer to the guess who at the start of the magazine is George
Stringer. The picture being taken on the June 2nd 1953 , Queen’s
Coronation day outside Wickham Skeith Village Hall.
The last few historical characters of Cotton that I have written about have
been past residents. This issue I decided to do a bit of research on present
day character, George Stringer. I have to say a big thank you to George for
taking the time to speak to me and allowing me to tell the readers a little bit
about him.
Many of you will know George as the father to our one and only County and
District Councillor Andrew Stringer. I know George mainly from Parish
Council meetings where he is known as ‘The Public’. This is because
George is often the only member of the public to attend Parish Council
meetings and rarely misses one.
George was born in Leeds in 1939 and moved to Wickham Skieth at the
age of four and half. Here he met a girl, who would later become his wife,
who delivered papers in the village. George and his wife only had one child,
Andrew.
George and his family moved to Cotton in 1966. First to Double Corner, a
couple of doors down from where I now reside, before moving to Bacton.
They then moved to Station Road Cotton where they built a bungalow close
to Finbow’s Yard before moving to Blacksmith Road where George and his
wife now enjoy their retirement.
George use to be a heavy goods vehicle driver for Londis, based in East
Anglia covering an area from Southend to Skegness until he retired at the
age of 65. Now in his retirement he enjoys tinkering in his shed where he
can be found most days. Both George and his wife support charities by
raising funds for and including St Andrews Church, Village Hall and the
Music Museum. George is also a Village Hall committee member.

To Plan Ahead Or Not?
As you will have seen in the press the government is committed to building more
houses to reduce the national housing shortage. To do this local authorities are
allocated housing targets, failing to meet these targets can bring penalties. Local
authorities are expected to have to hand a five year supply of land suitable for
housing. Provided that five year supply and each year this number if houses are built
then constraints can be put on where houses can be built. Failing to have a five year
supply means that those constraints are taken off and effectively planning permission
can be applied for almost anywhere, the only constraint being the National Planning
Policy Framework which is a 64 page document setting out broad constraints around
the subject of Sustainable Development.
All this might seem bureaucratic detail which has little relevance to Cotton, sadly that
is not the case. Recent housing applications mean that a 47 house development has
been granted for Bacton, the other side of Broad Road and something which affects a
number of Cotton residents. There have also been number of successful housing
applications in the village, as well as approvals for 175 in Stowupland and 700 in
Thurston.
There is some hope of sorting out the current shambolic situation when Mid-Suffolk
and Babergh District Councils adopt a New Local Plan due for implementation on 1st
January 2018. Between now and then is a period of consultation on the Draft
Document. The Parish Council is keen to engage with the issue to produce
recommendations to the District Council, before doing so the members would like
everyone who wishes to, have their views taken into consideration.
You will see elsewhere in the Quarterly the advert for two meetings to be held in the
Village Hall to get residents views on a village-wide approach the long term planning
issue.
Further house building in the Village is a reality which cannot be ignored, this is your
opportunity to be part of the process.
Andrew Stringer (Mid Suffolk and Suffolk County Councillor)
Peter Gibbs (Parish Council Chairman)

Cotton the Next 20 Years
Come and have your say over what gets built and were in Cotton in the new local plan.
Mid Suffolk District Council is consulting on a new local plan, this document will be the
blueprint for the future buildings in our rural Suffolk village.
This is your chance to influence how Cotton grows and to make that growth deliver for
you, whether you want to see new starter homes for local families, or want to see
cutting edge designer houses. If you think we need dwellings for the downsizing
retired, or self build plots for “grand designers”
This event is open to all Cotton residents of all ages, this is our village, its future needs
your views to be taken in account.
Further information Contact District Councillor Andrew Stringer 01449780339
Or. Cotton Parish Council Chairman Peter Gibbs 01449 781308

Friday 8th September 6.30pm till 9pm
Saturday 9th September 2.pm till 6pm
Cotton Village Hall

Sarah Wenban Morning has Broken

Alison Bullock Who Put the Colours
in the Rainbow

Helen Mead Now the Day is Over

Clare Newton To be a Pilgrim

There was so many beautiful displays at the flower festival this year. The theme was ‘Favourite
Hymns’. Here is a small selection of photographs I took .
Kirsty Pollintine

